
A Co-operative Academy 

Cotham School 

Newsletter - Term 4 March 2016 

Winner of the newsletter competition Hoodo Moalim Ali, 7HHA, Omega House  



 

 2 

In February 
a group of Year 10 Art students worked with puppet maker 
Rebecca Prior to create a puppet for the Year 10 performance 
of 'Gargantua' for the National Theatre Connexions Festival on 
14 March. The school performance was on Wednesday 2 
March. 

Well done to the following for their hard work on the day: 
Charlie Jenkins, Jonah Peto Barker, Silvo Bigland, Theo 
Russell, Will Pontin, Solomon Sharoon, George Morgan, Polly 
Plowden, Ruby Persson, Izzy Box-Dossett, Poppy George, 
Svenja Helmold, Ruth McKenzie 

You can see artwork from all years at Cotham_Visual_Arts on 
Instagram 

Dear Parents and Carers 

At the end of another very busy and successful term, I would like to thank staff and students for all of their 

hard work and achievements. I would also like to thank parents and carers for their continued support of 

our school community.  I do hope that you are finding my weekly mailing home useful in keeping you reg-

ularly informed and that it is, in particular, giving you a real flavour of the fantastic range of opportunities 

we have here for students to get involved in the wider life of the school.  This end of term newsletter 

brings together a selection of some of the highlights of the term alongside some key information which I 

hope you will find both enjoyable and helpful. 

I wish you all a restful Easter bank holiday weekend. 

With very best wishes 

Jo Butler (Headteacher) 

Retirements of Mrs Christine Ansell (Deputy Headteacher) and John Heybeard (Assistant 
Headteacher) 
As you may or may not be aware from speaking with your child, both Christine Ansell and John Heybeard 
have taken the decision to retire at the end of this academic year. On a personal note I couldn’t have hoped 
for or received better support and guidance from Christine and John than I have, ahead of and since my arri-
val.  They have both given outstanding service to the school over many years and they will be hugely missed 
for so many reasons not least because of their warmth, professionalism, wisdom and wealth of experience. 
Christine and  John are both exceptional colleagues and will be extremely hard acts to follow but as a result 
of their retirements we have recently advertised for both a new Deputy Headteacher and Assistant 
Headteacher with start dates of 1 September 2016. 
I am pleased to share with you that Mrs Domini Leong, currently acting Vice Principal at John Cabot School, 
was appointed yesterday as our new Deputy Headteacher.   Domini has been employed by the Cabot Learn-
ing Federation since 2008 as an assistant principal at Bristol Brunel Academy and City Academy prior to the 
post at John cabot. Prior to that she worked in schools in Southwark as an English Teacher, Whole School 
Literacy Coordinator and also as Southwark LEA English Advisor. The field for this post was exceptionally 
strong with over forty applications received. 
Over the last few weeks a number of your children have been involved in showing prospective candidates 
around our school and in answering any questions they might have had. A number of students also formed 
an interview panel for the Deputy Headteacher candidates and I am reliably informed that they really gave 
them all a run for their money!  Without exception, the feedback we have received from both prospective and 
actual candidates has been full of praise for our students and the wider school community they have had the 
chance to observe. 
 
The selection and interview process for our  new Assistant Headteacher will take place on Monday 18 and 
Tuesday 19 April.  We have received 100 applications for this position.  We have been overwhelmed at the 
response we have have had from applicants keen to work with us at Cotham.  Again the field is exceptionally 
strong. 
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Mobile Phones, Electronic Devices, Headphones and Earphones 

It is currently our policy to allow students to have a mobile phone with them in school under 
the conditions outlined below: 

● Phones must not be used for any purpose (e.g. phoning, texting, surfing the internet, 
taking photos, taking videos) during the school day.   

● Phones must always be switched off (not on silent mode) and kept in a bag.   

● Phones must not be taken into examinations.   

 

If a student breaches these rules the mobile phone will be confiscated.  

Confiscated phones will be given in to the main office.  

● A phone will only be returned to the student’s parents or carers the following day who will need to 
collect it from reception, no earlier than the end of the school day.  

● If a student persistently has a phone confiscated, the period before it can be returned will be extended, at the discretion 
of a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

Trip to Hampton Court Palace 

Year 12 historians visited Hampton Court Palace on 21 January to 

explore what caused the Reformation in England. They attended a 

workshop where they really impressed the lecturer (and made Miss Marsh very proud!) by telling 

him that he really should have read the Supplication for the Beggars, because they’d all read it! 

They then analysed primary sources and took part in a debate in the same room where Henry VIII 

discovered that Katherine Howard was an adulterer, before 

ending the day in the council chamber, where the most 

important decisions of the 

sixteenth century were made. 

We had a great day and they 

were able to really show off their 

knowledge from their A Level 

studies. 

HELP US TO HELP YOU - a message from your  

Receptionists…………. 

Pleeeaaassseee put your child’s name on ALL their belongings. Es-

pecially if you drop things off for them during the school day. 

We do our best, but are often multi-tasking on reception and can’t always attach names to 

all items dropped off at busy times of the day. There are over 1,000  

students in school and usually only one of us at any time! Thank you for your 

help and co-operation. 

Mrs Ryan and Mrs Willcocks  
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Intermediate Maths Challenge 

This is a national competition designed to challenge the country’s most able mathematicians. The 

Intermediate challenge is taken by Year 9, 10 and 11. Our top thirty students in each year group 

were entered.  Certificate winners are listed below. Particular mention to August Taylor in Year 10 

who qualified for the Maths Olympiad placing her in the top 500 in the country. Also a special men-

tion to Corin Elliott, Jed Preist, Ben Northcott and Luke Plowden in Year 11 together with Alfie Lew-

is in Year 9  who qualify for the Kangaroo (the competition originates from Australia) round putting 

them in the top 5,000 in the country. Well done to all students who took part. 

Year 11 

 

Year 10  

Note: Year 10 French side were unable to take part due to a clash with Science Course works 

 
 

Year 9 

 

Gold 
Corin Elliott 
Jed Preist 
Ben Northcott 
Luke Plowden 
Theodore Davies 
Ben Prosser 
  

Silver 
Beth Killen 
Maisie Newman 
Rose Dayan 
Jia ying Li 
Maia Hughes woods 
Atchchuthan Kanagasa-
bai 
  

Bronze 
Matthew Stollery 
Shardai Watkins 
Benjamin Probert 
Aderemi  Ajidahun 
Bianca Lazar 
Emma Bopp 
Poppy Winfield 
Peter Dyson 

Gold 
August Taylor 
Maurice Byrne 

Silver 
Sophie Wiggins 

Bronze 
Josef Cooper 
Daniel Hodges 

Gold 
Alfie Lewis 

Silver 
Sadie Newman 
Sean Spicer 
  

Bronze 
Malo Ricesara 
Jonah Weisselberg 
Ben Porter 
Saul Bhaidani 
Ben Jefferson 
Roxana Lazar 
Lexi Prosser 
Emilia Guzman 
Sophie Price 



 

 5 

CHANGES TO PERSONAL INFORMATION - Protecting your data 

Please ensure that we are notified immediately of any changes to the contact details for your child.  It is 

imperative that we have up-to-date contact numbers so that in the event of an 

emergency we are able to contact parents/carers. When requesting changes to 

your children’s record in future or asking us to confirm information held by the 

school, you may be asked some personal questions for verification purposes.  This 

helps us comply with Data Protection guidelines and ensures accuracy of the 

information held.   We hope you understand and will help us with this. If you 

suspect that the contact details held by the school are incorrect, please advise us 

as soon as possible in writing to Miss Smith, Data Manager or by e-mailing 

smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. 

Attendance - Our Target is 95% 
At Cotham School we take 

attendance and punctuality very 

seriously and have high 

expectations of all our students.  

There is a proven link between the 

level of attendance to school and 

the student’s level of achievement.  

 “90% attendance means that a 

student is missing lessons 

equivalent to one half day a week.  

This then equates to four whole 

weeks a year.  If a student 

continued to do this between Year 7 

and Year 11, they will have missed 

the equivalent of one half of a 

school year”. 

Students must always sign out at 

the Attendance office in the Hub 

when they leave school during 

school hours and sign back in on 

their return. There is no student 

access through main reception.  

Holidays: Amendments to the 

Education Regulations from the 

Department for Education no longer 

allow headteachers to grant any 

leave of absence during term time 

unless there are very exceptional 

circumstances. In accordance with 

the guidance parents or carers are 

not permitted to withdraw their 

children from school during term 

time. Holidays must therefore not 

be arranged during term time or to 

end at the start or begin towards 

the end of term time. Your co-

operation is much appreciated. 

Illness: We expect parents/

carers to contact the school on 

each day of absence on 0117 919 

8019, (there is a 24 hours messaging 

service on this line) or Press 1 on the 

main number. 

Medical Appointments: We would 

normally expect these appointments to 

be made out of school hours, or in 

exceptional circumstances, for your 

child to attend at least either Morning or 

Afternoon registration. 

School Uniform 

Harris Sports, one of our two school uniform suppliers, are able to offer an online ordering service. This can be 

accessed by clicking on their website www.harrissports.co.uk, then clicking on the Cotham school link on the left-hand 

side of the page and selecting from the garments available.   

Our other uniform supplier is www.famousbranches.com, (previously Ikon) and can be accessed by clicking on the 

Cotham icon on the homepage. Harris Sports are also available in school every Thursday from 2.30 to 4.00 pm to view 

and buy uniform. 

A118 is now currently available as a supervised "Prayer and Reflection Space" from 1.10 pm to 1.30 pm eve-

ryday  This is open to the whole school community to provide a multi-faith space for reflection and prayer.  

http://www.harrissports.co.uk/
http://www.famousbranches.com/
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Year 10 Mathematics Trip – Bristol University 

 
On Tuesday 22 March, eighteen of Cotham’s gifted and talented mathematicians were taken to Bris-
tol University for a taster day run by the Further Maths Support Programme (FMSP). The aim of the 
day was to encourage students to study maths-based subjects at university. After meeting students 
from other schools, an introductory talk detailed ways to simplify difficult maths problems at GCSE 
and followed on to a brief overview of the course content and future applications of A-Level Maths 
and Further Maths. After a tour and a Q&A with University staff and students, Cotham students put 
maths into action, working with students from other schools and using mathematical techniques to 
solve a simulated, humanitarian crisis in Chile. The day ended with an interesting lecture about frac-
tals from Katie Speckles of the University of Manchester. The Cotham students should be proud of 
their conduct and contributions during the day. They were excellent ambassadors for the school. 
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Feedback from round-table 

discussions at the AGM 

CALLING ALL FORMER STUDENTS! 

If you’re a former student of Cotham School, we want to hear from you! 

Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and inspire our current students to feel more confident 

in making decisions about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network and stay connected with the 

school.  

We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future First, who specialise in helping schools like ours 

stay connected with their former students.  

You can choose how and when you help – perhaps you could act as a career and education role model, 

provide work experience, become a mentor in person or online or even apply to become a governor!  

It doesn’t matter when you left us, or what you’re doing now, there are still ways you can help and we would 

love to stay in touch. 

In order to sign up, just go to www.futurefirst.org.uk, click on the ‘sign up’ tab and select former student. Once you’ve entered 

Cotham School in the box, an online form will appear which only takes a few minutes to complete.  

When you sign up, you will automatically become a member of the Cotham Co-operative, and you will have the opportunity to join 
the Alumni Constituency. If you would like further information about the Co-operative or the Alumni Constituency, please email 
Nicki Warne (Co-operative Forum Development Worker) on warnen@cotham.bristol.sch.uk.  

FLAMENCO LESSON 

Flamenco is a traditional dance that originated in Spain and the culture of Los Gitanos 

(gypsies).  Fran, our Spanish Assistant, is a professional flamenco dancer from Argentina, and 

recently she imparted some of her flamenco wisdom to our AS Spanish class. 

Everyone was really embarrassed at first stamping, moving our hands and arms and attempting 

to play the castanets, but Fran's enthusiasm and encouragement won us all over and eventually 

we got the hang of it and started to appreciate the passion of the dance!  It was really liberating 

to be able to express ourselves in a relaxed environment and we hope to have another lesson 

soon! 

By Lucy Scammell, Betty Barber and Jess Barber.  

En La Ardiente Oscuridad (In The Burning Darkness) 

 

¡Fantástico! ¡Espléndido! ¡Increíble! 
 

Bristol University was abuzz with excitement as Antonio Buero Vallejo's famous 
play about the hidden suppression behind the Franco dictatorship not only 
provided a rich source of historical context but a maravilloso night out for the 
Year 12 Spanish students. Set in a successful 1950s blind institute where 
unconditional happiness is valued above all and sight is seen as a hindrance, it 
follows the story of a new student, Ignacio, who tries to convince his comrades 
that this is not the case and that their joy is based only on a series of myths 
designed to keep them under control. With tension rising in the centre, divisions 
begin to surface and the fragile motivation of the patients reaches breaking 
point as the Francoist leaders try to suppress these "dangerous" new ideas. 
 

Performed by seemingly fluent students from the university, many of whom 
were first-years, the production was a sign of how far studying a foreign 
language can take you: "Inspirador" was another word that was popular as the 
audience reluctantly filed out. 
Matt Penn Year 12 

http://www.futurefirst.org.uk
mailto:warnen@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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Report from the Co-op Forum 

Democracy shining at Cotham School 

Theo Davis, a Student Voice Year Rep from Year 11, who regularly attends the Co-op Forum meetings to represent the 

Student Voice, is now one of Bristol’s two new youth mayors. Theo, along with Elise Brindley (a student at North Bristol 

Post 16 Centre), will be an advisor to the Mayor of Bristol and would be expected to attend some meetings and 

accompany the Mayor to events. 

Theo said: “As a born and bred Bristolian, I have always loved the city for its vibrancy and diversity. Bristol’s unique 

culture, along with its historical significance, have influenced me deeply, and I hope to apply the Bristolian values of 

diversity and social justice to the role of youth mayor. 

“Levelling the playing field for work experience and citizen education are the two main areas I wish to campaign on as 

youth mayor.” 

George Ferguson, Mayor of Bristol, said: “Youth mayors, 

together with the brilliant Youth Council, represent the voices of 

young people in the city and I really value their opinions 

regarding decisions affecting the lives of young people in 

Bristol. They will provide invaluable insights into key priorities 

for the city, including supporting the development of Bristol as a 

Learning City.” 

Bristol's two new youth mayors, Theo Davies and Elise Brindley, with 

Cllr Brenda Massey, Assistant Mayor for People, and Mayor of Bristol 

George Ferguson 

A busy term for the Co-op Forum 

A great consequence of the Forum is getting all the 

constituency groups together sharing aims, ideas and progress. This cross-constituency communication is what makes 

Cotham such a special school and we are grateful to all the staff, parents, students, alumni and members of the wider 

community who give up their time to support the Co-op and the work of the Forum. 

The Student Representatives have achieved some great things for the whole school this term with free drinking water 

now available in the dining hall and healthy salad options being added to the school menu at the Student Voice’s 

request. 

At the request of the Student Representatives the school held a non-uniform day on 3 March with the proceeds being 

split between the four House charities. 

A number of Forum Representatives were involved in commissioning a company to develop the new school website. 

The Parent Representatives are now working with the school on the development of the website and are keen to ensure 

that it is as user-friendly as possible for parents seeking information. 

The Staff Representatives have been focusing on staff wellbeing this term and have successfully campaigned for a 

revamp of the staff facilities along with a lunch allowance for staff on duty over lunchtime. 

Fundraising at Cotham 

Finally, we are seeking to devise a five-year fundraising strategy for the school and are looking for help from a specialist 

fundraiser or a small team of specialist professional fundraisers. Our aim is to identify fundraising targets, sources, 

tactics and milestones in a bid to secure additional funds from public/private sources and through income generation.  

We need short-term help from a voluntary fundraising consultant or team of consultants to help us for approximately 10 

half days, preferably before the end of this academic year. Please email headspa@cotham.bristol.sch.uk with a short 

biog plus description of the kind of voluntary offer you could make to the school. 

All constituencies have allowances for more Reps on the Forum, so if you are interested in being 

involved, or want to find out more about how the Forum works, please get in touch with our Co-op 

Forum Development Worker, Nicki Warne, on warnen@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. We are particularly 

keen that the Forum better represents the diversity of students at Cotham, their parents and carers, 

and our students’ communities. 

mailto:headspa@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:warnen@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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On Wednesday 24 February, Year 9 students from Design & Technology took part in the Flying 
Start Challenge Bristol Semi-Finals. They performed well across all the challenges during the 
event, and two of the teams attending finished in 8th and 1st place! 
 
After competing in a STEM workshop day back in October, where teams of students designed 
and built their own hand-powered gliders with advice from visiting Airbus Aerospace Engineers, 
the event saw three teams from the workshop day fly their craft far enough to proceed to the next 
round of the competition against other schools from Bristol and the South West, which took place 
this week. 
 
Hosted at the now unused Brabazon Aircraft Hangars on the old Filton Airfield, another amazing, 
informative and successful day took place.  The students were true ambassadors for the school 
and really demonstrated high levels of skills, knowledge, team-work, professionalism and sports-
manship. Tasked with flying their gliders in the vast space of the disused hangar, teams threw 
distances of 7, 11 and 22.5 metres, the latter being the longest flight of the session. Teams also 
had to present to a panel of engineering specialists from GKN Aerospace, Rolls Royce, Airbus 
and BAE Systems and complete an individual engineering and aerospace challenge quiz. 
 
As part of the day they also got to visit the engineering hangar where the exhibits for the upcom-
ing Bristol Aero Museum are being prepared. A fantastic and unique insight was provided by our 
guide, Oliver, who was one of the engineers responsible for the design and manufacture of the 
original Rolls Royce engines that powered Concorde. 

Flying Start Challenge 2016: Bristol Regional Winners 

www.flyingstartchallenge.co.uk 
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Cotham Alumni 
 
Alumni, Grace Copplestone was in school on Friday 8 January, for workshops on Ro-
botics at NASA. Grace talked to students from Year 7, 8 and 11 about her new job 
working for NASA in California building robots. Grace is back on Tuesday 12 January 
to talk to Years 9 and 10. The talks were well received, with 73 students signing up for 
the workshops.  

Benefit from Special Rate 
Travel with a School Season 
Ticket from the Severnside 
Community Rail Partnership 
 
Students aged 18 and under benefit from spe-
cial rate travel by train with a School Season 
Ticket offered by the Severnside Community 
Rail Partnership.  More information can be 
found here: http://www.severnside-rail.org.uk/
school.html 

Last night the Cotham Climbing Club took part in the final round of the Bristol Schools Bouldering 
League at TCA. This was a four part competition that has played out over the winter. It was a very 
busy and incredibly exciting finale with some great routes ranging from nice and easy to really chal-
lenging. Eight Cotham students took part in the various rounds and three achieved podium places. The 
whole team were excellent competitors, they worked well with the other schools and really enjoyed the 
competitive atmosphere. Lydia Furness (Year 13) took first place senior female, Lucy Taylor (Year 12) 
achieved third place senior female and Owen Taylor (Year 8) took second place junior male. Well 
done to everyone involved and huge thanks to TCA for organising such a fun event.   
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It's been a busy term in the Visual Arts department. Two students won prizes at 

the Cathedral Art Exhibition, Illustrator Millie Marotta selected two winners for their 

patterned animal drawings, the giant baby that Year 10 art students produced in a 

puppet-making workshop has been on show in the play 'Gargantua' performed by 

Cotham students at the Old Vic theatre, we had the last of our life drawing work-

shops which, due to the huge turnout, will continue for post 16 students next year 

and students are feeling inspired and energised after trips to Madrid and London. 

Post-16 students are busy organising their End of Year show which will be exhibit-

ed in Centrespace Gallery from the 11 - 15 June. 100% of students who have ap-

plied for Art Foundation Courses have been accepted at either Queen's Road and 

Weston College. 

It's been a positive term for the Visual Arts department and there is lots of hard 

work ahead as exam season fast approaches. 

Notice to Visual Arts students: 

Please could all art, photography and textiles students return cameras and SD 

cards that have been borrowed this term to the Art Office by Thursday 24 March. 

This will allow the Visual Arts Department to do a stock check on all photography 

equipment. 

We have selected 3 Artworks of the Week: 

Insect drawing by Kez Briggs (Year 7) 

Portrait with geometric shapes by Cecily Grocott Cain (Year 11) 

Pencil portrait with yellow background Evie Wilson (Year 13) 

 

Our Instragram page is added to daily showing a range of artwork across all year 

groups. Follow us at cotham_visual_arts. 
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Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance  

and Work Related Learning  (CEIAG and WRL) 

It has been a very busy time since January. Year 9 students have been making their option choices 

and have been well supported in the decision-making process for their future pathways. They had ca-

reers education sessions in tutorial which equipped them with knowledge and skills of the different 

qualifications available and the skills to research careers and job opportunities available.  All Year 9 

students used and were given a booklet ‘Which Way Now’ to help them with this. 

All of the year group took part in the ‘Real Game’ in January where they completed various classroom 

and research activities and learnt about many aspects of real life they will face as adults including 

budgeting, job satisfaction and planning for the future.  Students fed back that ‘The real game was an 

eye opener to what life is like after school.  It taught me how to manage money and my time.  Further-

more it gave me an insight to what jobs are like, their hours, wages and what qualifications I would 

need’. ‘The real game gave me an insight to what life is like after school.  It also made me realise that 

you have to work in life to get the items you want, whether it’s a better house or the latest gadget’. 

At the beginning of February all of Year 9 attended a ‘Raising Aspirations event at UWE together with 

several other Bristol schools.  Here the students took part in several activities where they could gather 

information about further and higher education providers, met employers from many different work sec-

tors, chatted with university students about university life.  They also had an aspirational talk by  

‘Beachcroft law firm and listened to the experience of a student who had chosen a higher apprentice-

ship route.  The day culminated in a discussion with employers about employability and interview skills.  

It was felt to be a very worthwhile and useful day. 
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Year 10 students were off timetable in March to take part in an ‘enterprise day’ led by the compa-

ny ‘Libra Learning’ in which they learnt about many aspects of real life and money management. 

The day involved the students in working in teams to form a catering company which was tender-

ing for a new restaurant business opportunity.  They had a budget to work to and their task was to 

design a restaurant of their choice, plan and cost a menu, plan a marketing campaign and prepare 

a presentation of their company’s proposals.  Winning teams from each tutor group presented this 

to the rest of the year group in the afternoon. This was a very informative, enjoyable day and stu-

dents fed back that they really enjoyed working as teams to carry out a task similar to those in ‘the 

apprentice’.  They felt that they had improved their communication and presentation skills, time 

management, creativity, and confidence.  They also fed back that the day had improved their un-

derstanding of how to run a business and profit and loss. 

Ms Chester, our CEIAG advisor has also been very busy supporting the students.  She focused 

on seeing Year 9 students at the beginning of the year with their option choices and saw those 

who requested a meeting, either in groups or on a 1:1 basis.  She has also been busy working 

with Year 11 students to ensure that all students have submitted at least one application for post 

16 courses. Students are also being supported with filling in application forms and interview skills. 

Post 16 students also have been having CEIAG meetings with Ms Chester every week and can 

request a meeting as needed. 

Year 10 students have been busy finding work experience placements for their Work Experience 

(WEX) week 4 – 8 July 2016.  Mrs Arnold (WEX Co-ordinator) has provided a great deal of sup-

port with this.  The deadline for WEX forms to be given in is 24 March 2016. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Training Day: Friday 15 April 2016 

 

 

Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Bristol, BS6 6DT 

T: 0117 919 8000 

E: info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk  

W: www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

Term 5      Monday 11 April - Friday 27 May 2016 

Term 6      Monday 6 June - Friday 22 July 2016 


