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CHANGES TO PERSONAL INFORMATION  

Protecting your data 

Please ensure that we are notified immediately of any changes to the contact 

details for your child.  It is imperative that we have up-to-date   contact numbers 

so that in the event of an emergency we are able to contact parents/carers. 

When requesting changes to your children’s record in future or asking us to    

confirm information held by the school, you may be asked some personal ques-

tions for verification purposes.  This helps us comply with Data Protection guidelines and ensures accuracy of the 

information held.   We hope you   understand and will help us with this. If you suspect that the contact details held 

by the school are incorrect, please advise us as soon as possible in writing to Miss Smith (Data Manager) 

smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

Following the recent successful event to return lost property, we will continue to do 

this 3 times a year from 8.00am to 12.00pm towards the end of a full term.  Any 

named lost property, including uniform will be returned to your child as soon as 

possible via their tutor.  Any un-named and un-claimed uniform/kit will be donated 

to charity. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR CHILD’S NAME 

CLEARLY INSIDE THEIR SCHOOL UNIFORM, COATS, 

PE and DANCE KIT SO THAT ITEMS CAN BE  

RETURNED TO THEM VIA THEIR TUTOR 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

I feel very privileged to be the Headteacher of such a vibrant and diverse school community.  As they embark on a well     
deserved break,  I would like to thank staff and students for all their hard work over the last two terms.  It has been a hugely 
busy time here at Cotham and they have really risen to the challenge.  Staff in particular continue to really go ‘above and 
beyond’. 
 

I hope that you enjoy our final communication of 2016 in the form of this newsletter. 
 

I wish you all a relaxing seasonal break and a very Happy New Year from all at Cotham 
 
 
 
Jo Butler 
Headteacher 

Later start for Students on Wednesday 4 January 2017 (Start of Term 3) 

On the first day of Term 3 (Week A) there will be  a late start  for all students in Years 7 -12 to allow essential staff training 
to take place. Students should arrive from 9.45am and the morning will start at 10.00am.  Students should go straight to 
Lesson 2.  Year 13 mock exams will carry on as normal on this day. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Harris Sports, one of our two school uniform suppliers, are able to offer an online ordering service. This can be 

accessed by clicking on their website www.harrissports.co.uk, then clicking on the Cotham school link on the left-hand 

side of the page and selecting from the garments available.   

Our other uniform supplier is www.famousbranches.com  can be accessed by clicking on the Cotham icon on the 

homepage. Harris Sports are also available in school every Thursday from 2.30 to 4.00 pm to view and buy uniform. 

http://www.harrissports.co.uk/
http://www.famousbranches.com/
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ATTENDANCE- Our Target is 96% 

At Cotham School we take 

attendance and punctuality very 

seriously and have high 

expectations of all our students.  

There is a proven link between the 

level of attendance to school and 

the student’s level of achievement.  

 “90% attendance means that a 

student is missing lessons 

equivalent to one half day a week.  

This then equates to four whole 

weeks a year.  If a student 

continued to do this between Year  

7 and Year 11, they will have 

missed the equivalent of one half   

of a school year”. 

Students must always sign out at 

the Attendance office in the Hub 

when they leave school during 

school hours and sign back in on 

their return. There is no student 

access through main reception.  

Holidays: Amendments to the 

Education Regulations from the 

Department for Education no   

longer allow headteachers to    

grant any leave of absence during 

term time unless there are very 

exceptional circumstances. In 

accordance with the guidance 

parents or carers are not    

permitted to withdraw their children 

from school during term time. 

Holidays must therefore not be 

arranged during term time or to end 

at the start or begin towards the end 

of term time. Your co-operation is 

much appreciated. 

Illness: We expect parents/carers 

to contact the school on each day of 

absence on 0117 919 8019, (there is a 

24 hours messaging service on this 

line) or Press 1 on the main number. 

Medical Appointments: We would 

normally expect these appointments to 

be made out of school hours, or in 

exceptional circumstances, for your 

child to attend at least either Morning  

or Afternoon registration. 

CALLING ALL FORMER STUDENTS! 

If you’re a former student of Cotham School, we want to hear from you! 

Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and inspire our current students to feel more confident 

in making decisions about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network and stay connected with the 

school.  

We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future First, who specialise in helping schools like ours 

stay connected with their former students.  

You can choose how and when you help – perhaps you could act as a career and education role model,   

provide work experience, or even apply to become a Co-op Forum Rep or School Governor!  

It doesn’t matter when you left us, or what you’re doing now, we would love to stay in touch. 

To sign up visit: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/cotham 

If you have any contacts who are also Cotham Alumni please pass on the invitation to them too! 

REFLECTION SPACE/PRAYER ROOM 

A118 is currently available as a supervised Prayer and Reflection space from 1.10pm - 1.30pm every day.    This 

space is multi-faith and open to the whole school community.  

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/cotham
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STOKE LODGE -  The latest news  
 
It is with huge disappointment that I write to inform you that    
following the unexpected and frankly shocking decision of    
Bristol City Council’s (BCC) PROWG committee on Monday 12 
December 2016 our school playing fields at Stoke Lodge are to 
be registered as a Town and Village Green (TVG). 
 
This is despite the fact that an independently appointed        
inspector and BCC’s own legal department advised that the 
fields should not be registered as a TVG.  
 
At the recent public inquiry into the validity of the TVG           
application, Cotham worked with the University, the City Council 

as land owner and local community groups, eg children and young people’s sports clubs who have used the    
playing fields to present the case as to why Stoke Lodge should not become a TVG. The school invested an   
enormous amount of time and resource into the legal process and   considered that the outcome of the Public 
Inquiry would be clear one way or the other.  The school had always hoped for a positive outcome based on our 
arguments, and indeed the Inspector confirmed the TVG should not be allowed as public use was found to be not 
‘as of right’.   
 
The TVG application was made five years ago.  Initially the school tried meeting with TVG campaign members to 
find a solution that would allow children to use the playing fields for school PE, community sports clubs to use 
them for organised games, the University to use it at weekends and to provide for the local community for        
recreational use.  Throughout these meetings the campaigners seemed unable to grasp that the school has a 
duty to provide a safe environment for PE and sport for our students.      In spite of this stance by the               
campaigners Cotham School has worked supportively with the Neighbourhood Partnership and supported their 
proposals to improve parts of Stoke Lodge playing fields for community use since taking on the lease of the land 
in 2011.  One example of this was the installation of a Children’s Play Area on the site.   
 
The TVG applicant is both the chair of the Save Stoke Lodge Parkland campaign and a long standing member of 
the local Neighbourhood Partnership. Councillor Abraham is also a long standing member of the local           
Neighbourhood Partnership. It is our view that this close relationship and the fact that  Councillor Abraham is the 
ward member for Stoke Bishop meant that in the interests of fairness and to avoid any ambiguity, Councillor    
Abraham should have stepped down from chairing and attending the PROWG Committee. Indeed, we requested 
this in advance of the meeting.  However, Councillor   Abraham declined to stand down on the basis that he did 
not have any conflict of interest, and was open minded on the matter.  The school had faith that having raised our 
concerns about a clear and obvious conflict, that Councillor Abraham, as Chair of the PROWG Committee, would 
behave fairly and honestly.  Sadly, we believe he did not, with disastrous implications for our students and school. 
 
Due to the Inspector’s findings the school has begun the process of planning fencing and a new pavilion to       
provide an improved safe, secure playing field provision, which we would have shared with all interested local 
community groups. We now finds ourselves in the devastating position of having no playing fields.  We were  
planning our school’s summer sports programme to include a safe and secure provision using Stoke Lodge.    
Instead we find ourselves having to spend yet more time and valuable resources to fight this travesty of a decision 
which is to the detriment of both our current students and those to come in the future.   
 
The school has an excellent relationship with the City Council as land owner and as a leading education provision 
in Bristol, we hope to maintain this and their support in the next stage of this ongoing situation. 
 
The Governing Body and I would like to thank all of you who have worked so hard to support our students’       
entitlement to access our designated school playing fields at Stoke Lodge in a safe and secure manner.  We will 
now review our position and appeal that the process was not open, fair or indeed honestly managed by Councillor 
Abraham.   

 
 
 
 

Jo Butler 
(Headteacher) 
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CHEMISTRY WORKSHOPS FOR YEAR 13 STUDENTS 

On 5 December, the Royal Society of Chemistry delivered a workshop to Year 13 Chemists, where 

they put their knowledge of spectroscopy into practice with hands-on experiments, using real-life 

contexts to demonstrate the applications of the techniques. It was an excellent opportunity to 

emphasise what had been covered in class and apply their knowledge. Pedro Garcia "We put a lot 

of theory into practice and saw it in action, with techniques being used that we had never seen in 

real life before, it was fantastic". Livvy Gunson: "The university students that delivered the session 

were very passionate an we got to see the equipment for the first time, I learnt a lot"  

                 AUTHENTIC BIOLOGY 

                 Is a scientific paper a possibility for Post 16 students?   

The science department has been hugely impressed with 

the engagement and understanding of this years’ Authentic 

Biology students, their pace and drive to get results makes 

progress very exciting.  

Authentic Biology has just completed its most successful 

term to date. In the New Year we will be in a position to 

begin work using zebrafish DNA to look at the expression of 

6 different genes. We believe that our 6 genes are            

associated with cardiovascular disease, if these genes are 

expressed in our chosen animal model, the zebrafish, we 

can then take further steps to see how manipulating this 

gene has an effect on the fish and make predictions about 

its effect on humans.  

POST 16 STUDENTS STAR IN THE SUNDAY POLITICS WEST SHOW 

Maria Imran and Theo Davies, two of our new Year 12 students took part in leading a healthy eating campaign at 
the North Bristol Post 16 Centre.  Theo is currently one of two youth Mayors who attend the North Bristol Post 16 
Centre.                  
Their interesting findings, which were filmed at Charnwood community investigate whether we prefer sugary 
snacks or healthy snacks.  Click here to watch them in action Thank you to Maria and Theo for being brilliant am-
bassadors 

THE INAUGURAL POST 16 PROGRAMMING JAM 

The first Post 16 Programming Jam was organised by Mr Watts and hosted at Bristol University. The event saw 
the best programming students from the North Bristol Post 16 centre and Backwell School competing in a 
friendly programming competition. The event was supported by IBM who presented to students about life as a 
software developer and also judged and provided prizes for the students. Students were also treated to a tour 
of Bristol University Computer Science before the programming event. 18 students attended the event, the 
eventual winners were from the North Bristol Post 16 centre. It was a great event and we are looking to run the 
event again next year. Well done everyone.  

Post-16 News 

http://www.nbp16c.org.uk/News/Post-16-Students-starring-in-the-Sunday-Politics-W/
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2016 

On Tuesday 6 December students took to the stage for the Cotham School Christmas Concert. There were 
fabulous performances from students across all year groups which included Cotham Rookies (junior 
orchestra), Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 steel pans, The Mix Choir and a solo performance by Year 13 student Carlos 
Rodriguez. The second half of the performance took place in the Hub where the audience heard music from 
Band Academy rock bands. A huge thank you to everyone who supported on the evening, and to Cotham 

Performing Arts Network ( CPAN) for providing refreshments. 

Performing Arts News 

JULIUS CAESAR 
 

The Year 9 cast of Julius Caesar performed at the Tobacco factory on Monday 14 November as part of the Schools            
Shakespeare Festival.  

Rehearsals began way back in the summer term and all the students worked extremely hard to create an incredibly high 
standard of performance.  They have shown incredible commitment and creativity.  On Monday evening Cotham performed, 
along with two other schools, to a full house at the Tobacco Factory.  It was a great experience to work in a professional 
theatre and we were given a lot of positive feedback about our work, particularly: “great ensemble work and fantastic use of 
choral speaking”.  Thanks to everyone who came along to support the performers. 
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Visual Arts News 

September saw the opening of the Parcels of Comfort 

exhibition at Bristol Cathedral. Local textile artists and 

Cotham School GCSE textile students came together to 

produce mixed-media replicas of the letters and parcels 

GCSE textiles. Parcels of Comfort, Bristol 

To kick off the Year 10 Photography reflections project, we headed down to the Harbourside in November to 

focus on the reflections of the water, windows and glass. The weather was perfect allowing the students to get 

some great images of the surrounding area. 

Bristol-based printmaker Simon Tozer came in to do a great screenprinting workshop with Year 12 Art students 

in December. Simon presented his own work before working with the students to show them the basics of 

screenprinting.  
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Key Stage 3 students have completed some detailed and imaginative work for their homework projects. Here are 

some examples of colour theory work in Year 7 and collage from Year 9. 

Tom Gilbert 7ID 

Isaac Kane 7GC 

Max Manning 9ZU 

DO YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE OF SECURING ARTS FUNDING?  

The History Department have been given the thumbs up from the Heritage Lottery Fund, for a World War One   

memorial project.  To progress to the next level they could really do with some support and assistance with com-

pleting the further application process.  If you think that you may be able to help please contact Mr R Williams—

williamsr@cotham.bristol.sch.uk  

Humanities News 

YEAR 7 SKILLS - FIRST AID COURSES -(JANUARY 2017) 

Being able to administer First Aid is a fundamental and perhaps life saving skill that everyone should learn. As part 
of the year 7 Skills programme every year 7 student is trained to be a Young First Aider.  

This year St John's Ambulance will deliver the 'First Aid in a Day' course to each year 7 tutor group. The  students 
will be off timetable for that day.  Details of dates can be found below:  

Monday 9th January: 7VBL    Tuesday 10th January: 7ID    Wednesday 11th January: 7GC    

Friday 13th January: 7GM      Monday 16th January: 7SL    Tuesday 17th January: 7DD 

Wednesday 18th January: 7NCA     Thursday 19th January: 7EM 

If you have any queries about this please get in touch with Miss McDonagh via email 
to  McDonaghK@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

mailto:McDonaghK@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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on-line renewal or  

eligibility check 

We only accept Free School Meals applications through our 

on-line system! 

If your child has been receiving Free School Meals this academic year, you will need to renew your 

application before the start of next term to ensure that they can continue to have a Free School Meal in 

September 2016. This eligibility also extends to Sixth Form Students. 

How to apply for Free School Meals 

Please apply through our online system using the link on our School website/ Homepage: 

 “Free School Meals”    (www.myfreeschoolmeals.com)and simply follow the instructions.  

Checking on-line is free and takes a few minutes. You do not need to provide any documentation to 
the school. If you need help, please contact Mrs Hopkins on 0117 919 8013 or 

hopkinss@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 
 

Once you have input the required information you will receive instant confirmation of your child’s 
eligibility, we will also receive confirmation so you do not need to do anything else. 

 
Please remember to recheck your child’s eligibility if your circumstances change. It is your 
responsibility to inform the school if your child is no longer entitled to a Free School Meal. 

 
 

Eligibility 
 

Free School Meals are available to any full-time student who is still at school and eligible. This includes 
nursery children who attend full days and also sixth form students. From September 2014, parents and 
carers with pupils aged 16-18 in Further Education can apply for free school meals. You can get Free 
School Meals for your child if you or your partner gets either: 
 
•Universal Credit. 
•Income Support. 
•Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
•Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
•Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
•The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
•Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income of 
£16,190 or less, as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs 
 

Staff Farewells 

This term we say a fond farewell to: 

Thelma Weaden, who has been with us at Cotham teaching Food Science, Technology and Child Development or 25 
years!  We wish you a happy and fulfilling retirement 

Claire Anderton, who after 17 years at Cotham is moving on to another Bristol School 

Gail Wares, who is moving on to cook up a storm as a catering assistant in pastures new! 

Mariea Williams who has just been with us for a short time as EAL HLTA -    Good luck to you all!   

mailto:hopkinss@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
https://www.myfreeschoolmeals.com/
https://www.myfreeschoolmeals.com/
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Community News  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Bristol, BS6 6DT 

T: 0117 919 8000 

E: info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk  

W: www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

TERM DATES 2016 - 2017 

Term 1      Thursday 1 September 2016 to Friday 21 October 2016 

Term 2      Monday 31 October 2016 to Friday 16 December 2016 

Term 3      Tuesday 3 January 2017 to Friday 10 February 2017 

Term 4      Monday 20 February 2017 to Friday 7 April 2017 

Term 5      Monday 24 April 2017 to Friday 26 May 2017 

Term 6      Monday 5 June 2017 to Friday 21 July 2017 

INSET DAYS 2016-17 

Thursday 1 September 2016 

Friday 2 September 2016 

Friday 21 October 2016 

Tuesday 3 January 2017 

Friday 7 April 2017 

Monday 5 June 2017 


