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Summer Sharing 

The annual Dance Summer Sharing took place on 

Wednesday 29 June and included a range of students 

from Years 7 to 10 and our Post 16 students in Years 

12 and 13.  

All performers were fantastic and showcased both the 

talent and dedicated work over the year. We were 

joined by guests Liam Wallace and Deepraj Singh, ex-

Cotham students who are now professional dancers.  

They performed a duet and their new work 'Black 

Dust' was performed by Cotham students who have 

been taking part in their 8 week workshops. The 

dance team are extremely proud of every student 

who excelled in their performances.     

Miss Lloyd. 

Arrangements for GCSE Results and September 2016 
 
Arrangements for GCSE Results Day Thursday 25 August 2016 

GCSE results are available from 9am on 25 August at Charnwood followed by the enrolment to North    
Bristol Post 16 Centre. 
 

Start of Term Arrangements for September 2016 - Years 7 - 11 

Thursday 1 and Friday 2 September 

Staff training days 

Monday 5 September 

Year 7 students only 

Tuesday 6 September 

Year 7 students only lessons 1 and 2 

Years 8 to 11 should arrive at school for lesson 3.  Students will be with their Tutors lessons 3 and 4       
and normal lessons will commence for all students lesson 5 
 

Start of Term Arrangements for September - Post-16 

INSET Days 1 and 2 September 

Monday 5 September 

09:00 to 12:00 - Year 12 Induction (assembly and time with tutors) 

13:00 - 15:30 - Year 12 (half of tutor groups) induction carousels 

Tuesday 6 September 

09:30 to 12:00 - Year 12 (other half of tutor groups) induction carousels 

13:30 - 15:00 - Year 13 Induction Assembly 

Thursday 8 September 

Lessons begin for all Post-16 students 
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CHANGES TO PERSONAL INFORMATION - Protecting your data 

                                              Please ensure that we are notified immediately of any changes to the contact 

details for your child.  It is imperative that we have up-to-date contact numbers so 

that in the event of an emergency we are able to contact parents/carers. When 

requesting changes to your children’s record in future or asking us to confirm 

information held by the school, you may be asked some personal questions for 

verification purposes.  This helps us comply with Data Protection guidelines and 

ensures accuracy of the information held.   We hope you understand and will help 

us with this. If you suspect that the contact details held by the school are incorrect, 

please advise us as soon as possible in writing to Miss Smith, Data Manager or by 

e-mailing smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. 

Attendance - Our Target is 96% 
At Cotham School we take 

attendance and punctuality very 

seriously and have high 

expectations of all our students.  

There is a proven link between the 

level of attendance to school and 

the student’s level of achievement.  

 “90% attendance means that a 

student is missing lessons 

equivalent to one half day a week.  

This then equates to four whole 

weeks a year.  If a student 

continued to do this between Year  

7 and Year 11, they will have 

missed the equivalent of one half   

of a school year”. 

Students must always sign out at 

the Attendance office in the Hub 

when they leave school during 

school hours and sign back in on 

their return. There is no student 

access through main reception.  

Holidays: Amendments to the 

Education Regulations from the 

Department for Education no   

longer allow headteachers to    

grant any leave of absence during 

term time unless there are very 

exceptional circumstances. In 

accordance with the guidance 

parents or carers are not    

permitted to withdraw their children 

from school during term time. 

Holidays must therefore not be 

arranged during term time or to 

end at the start or begin towards 

the end of term time. Your co-

operation is much appreciated. 

Illness: We expect parents/

carers to contact the school on 

each day of absence on 0117 919 

8019, (there is a 24 hours messaging 

service on this line) or Press 1 on the 

main number. 

Medical Appointments: We would 

normally expect these appointments to 

be made out of school hours, or in 

exceptional circumstances, for your 

child to attend at least either Morning  

or Afternoon registration. 

School Uniform 

Harris Sports, one of our two school uniform suppliers, are able to offer an online ordering service. This can be 

accessed by clicking on their website www.harrissports.co.uk, then clicking on the Cotham school link on the left-hand 

side of the page and selecting from the garments available.   

Our other uniform supplier is www.famousbranches.com, (previously Ikon) and can be accessed by clicking on the 

Cotham icon on the homepage. Harris Sports are also available in school every Thursday from 2.30 to 4.00 pm to view 

and buy uniform. 

A118 is currently available as a supervised "Prayer and Reflection Space" from 1.10 pm to 1.30 pm 

everyday  This is open to the whole school community to provide a multi-faith space for reflection and prayer.  

http://www.harrissports.co.uk/
http://www.famousbranches.com/
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS 
Follow us on Instagram for regular updates… @cotham_visual_arts 

THE END OF SHOW 

Congratulations to Year 13 Visual Art students for putting on an exceptional end of year exhibition ‘The     

End of Show’ at Centrespace Gallery. The exhibition looked professional and the standard of work was 

outstanding. The opening night was bustling, and so many positive comments were received. 

Following on from the 'Only Yes Means Yes' talk      
delivered as part of our Futures 18 Wellbeing          
Conference, a small working group met at the North 
Bristol Post 16 Centre to discuss next steps. Post 16 
students Issie, Simran, Kizzie, Jacob, Hettie and Elise 
met with members of the Post 16 leadership team and 
Avon and Somerset police force to consult on the     
issues surrounding consent and how these are       
communicated to the young people of Bristol.           

Police Force lead for rape and sexual assault, Marie 
Wright, came to meet with students to hear their    
feedback and take guidance on how to moved forward 
with their 'This is not an Excuse' campaign work in the 
city. 

Our students were proactive in their contributions to discussions, requesting clarity over the definitions of 
rape and sexual assault, as well as guidance for the LGBT community, support with how to have               
conversations about consent and how to meaningfully engage young men in discussions about the issue. 

Collaboratively, students, police and NBP16 staff are planning a series of events for the new school year to 
keep a positive dialogue around consent amongst students and to tackle misinformation. These events are 
due to launch from September. 

http://www.thisisnotanexcuse.org/
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TEXTILES PROJECT 

Mrs Adams' Year 10 Textiles class have been collaborating on an exciting project with local artist, 

Sally Stanley and Bristol Cathedral. They have been working hard to produce hand stitched examples 

of items that would have been put in parcels of comfort during WW1. These will be shown in an 

exhibition from September onwards. Details can be found on the Cathedral website: 

 http://bristol-cathedral.co.uk/whats-on/parcels-of-comfort. 

Here are some Textile food items by Year 10 students: Suki Branden, Asha Cameron, Ona de 

Mearns and Jamal Afon-White. 

 

Year 11 GCSE Catering 
 

We recently held a showcase of the talents of the GCSE Catering Group, the final coursework was to 
investigate an international cuisine of their choice and make a meal from the country of choice. Students 
were expected to portion and prepare a chicken, make their own pasta and produce handmade bread. No 
convenience products were used at all and students demonstrated a high skill level, as seen from the 
photographs. 

http://bristol-cathedral.co.uk/whats-on/parcels-of-comfort
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Every term Visual Arts students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are given a choice of activities to do at home 

including drawing, photography, collage and extended writing. Homework of the week is displayed 

on the noticeboard outside the art office and often posted on our Instagram site: 

@cotham_Visual_Arts 

There are some fantastic pieces of work given in to us for homework; here are just a few from this 

year;  

                                            

            Georgia Stephenson 9AC            Eryka Lawrence 9AC 

                      

        Adie West Cundy 7KBO                  Mackenzie Westlake 7KBO 

 

 

         Charlotte Martin 8DU 
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on-line renewal or eligibility 

check 

We only accept Free School Meals applications 

through our on-line system! 

If your child has been receiving Free School Meals this academic year, you will need to renew your 

application before the start of next term to ensure that they can continue to have a Free School Meal in 

September 2016. This eligibility also extends to Sixth Form Students. 

How to apply for Free School Meals 

Please apply through our online system using the link on our School website/ Homepage: 

 “Free School Meals”    (www.myfreeschoolmeals.com)and simply follow the 

instructions.  

Checking on-line is free and takes a few minutes. You do not need to provide any documentation to the 
school. If you need help, please contact Mrs Hopkins on 0117 919 8013 or hopkinss@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

 

Once you have input the required information you will receive instant confirmation of your child’s eligibility, we 
will also receive confirmation so you do not need to do anything else. 

 
Please remember to recheck your child’s eligibility if your circumstances change. It is your responsibility to 

inform the school if your child is no longer entitled to a Free School Meal. 
 
 

Eligibility 
 

Free School Meals are available to any full-time student who is still at school and eligible. This includes 
nursery children who attend full days and also sixth form students. From September 2014, parents and carers 
with pupils aged 16-18 in Further Education can apply for free school meals. You can get Free School Meals 
for your child if you or your partner gets either: 
 
•Universal Credit. 
•Income Support. 
•Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
•Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
•Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
•The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
•Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income of 
£16,190 or less, as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs 
 
Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after their 
employment ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, their children are entitled to free 
school lunches. Children who receive a qualifying benefit in their own right are also eligible to receive Free 
School Meals. 

mailto:hopkinss@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
https://www.myfreeschoolmeals.com/
https://www.myfreeschoolmeals.com/
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Year 8 Black Forest Trip 

This year's Year 8 trip to the Black Forest was perhaps one of 
the most successful ever. The team of teachers included 
Gareth McGrath, Anna Heiberg, Peter Morton and Catherine 
Mason, who all enjoyed the week as much as the children. 

Part of the trip's success lay in the fact that it was organised 
by Cotham School with the support of Bristol's Eagle 
Coaches. This kept prices as low as possible while offering a 
highly flexibile and adaptable programme, building on well-
established relationships with the activities 
providers. Eagle's  driver, Jerry, has accompanied  our Black 
Forest trips several times now and his monologues about the 
First World War as we pass Verdun has become an essential 
component of the trip experience. 

The group of 41 
Year 8 students 
was joined by 8 

students who had just finished GCSE German and AS German, 
and it was lovely to see how the older students supported, joked 
with and tactfully mentored the younger ones. The weather was 
wonderful and the forest scenery around Lake Titisee was out of 
this world. Students chalked up many personal successes, from 
overcoming  their fears of heights in cable cars and summer ski 
lifts, to the teamwork of raftbuilding on Titisee and canoeing and 
swimming in the Rhine.  

By the light of a dying camp- fire one evening a group of Year 
12s and Year 8s acted out Hansel and Gretel with the help of a 
narrator, and Mykhell Roberts was initiated into the Black 
Forest's only Biker Community (he's been there and now has the 
T-Shirt) after our meal at Andy's Pfeffermuhle. The German 
groups at the Youth Hostel were teased in German for losing the 

European Championship semi-finals, 
and the Year 12s escaped to the 
museums of Basel with  Mr 
McGrath one day (and were nearly 
thrown off the Intercity Train for 
travelling with the wrong card). Nor 
will anyone forget the astounding 
rudeness of the Hostel manageress, 
the aptly named Frau Wolf, whose 
behaviour had to be excused because 
it was governed, according to the 
hostel caretaker, by the phases of the 
moon. 

Planning for the 2017 Trip has already 
begun! 
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Modern Foreign Languages Plays 

The MFL department was very happy to welcome this year again the actors from the Onatti Theatre 

Company. Students in Year 7 and Year 8 enjoyed the unique opportunity to watch and act in the target 

language thanks to engaging, challenging and humorous plays. 

German play on Thursday 14 April  

When Annika asks Lukas to help her practise for her drama exam and Lukas’ twin Dominik arrives as well, 

chaos ensues. Since Dominik seems to like Annika and Lukas has a girlfriend, both of them tell Annika very 

different things – which she thinks are coming from the same person! 

Pupils from Years 7 and 8 had the opportunity to watch this story as a play in German performed by two 

German actors on Thursday 14 April. The story about a mix up was told with easy vocabulary, slow speech, 

many gestures and some German music in the background. Students even got to participate by giving 

opinions or acting as a fellow drama student or members of the exam board. 

“I really enjoyed the play because the actor and actress really involved the audience which 

meant lots of people got to go to the front onto the stage. Sometimes I couldn’t tell what he 

was saying but I knew by his facial expression what he was trying to get across. I thought it 

was also a very funny and lively which made it a lot more exciting.” 

French play on Monday 18April 

The French side had a relationship drama as the topic of their play. Nathalie only wants to babysit Bruno, but 

a lot of things go wrong when her boyfriend Tristan turns up to make up after a fight. While students helped 

them out taking messages to each other, everything gets even more complicated when Bruno’s parents 

come home early and Tristan needs to hide.  

“It was hilarious and I highly recommend watching it, as there’s audience participation and 

it’s very fun to take part. I especially liked Nathalie, as when she found out that Tristan was 

cheating on her, she kicked him out of the house – a very exciting and funny moment.” 
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As in the German play, the actors spoke very clearly and used easy vocabulary. But even if students 

couldn’t understand every single word, they could gather the meaning from context and fabulous acting.  

“The play was very funny and interesting because they made it very realistic for example their facial 

expressions were very clear.” 

 “I only understood a little bit because but the bit I understood was really funny and good“. 

The experience of witnessing authentic language, however, gives motivation to learn even more about it 

and is a great opportunity of using it outside the classroom. 

“Last Monday, in the main hall at school, we watched a French play, performed by a 

group of French actors in their own language.  I really liked the performance. Despite 

being entirely in French, I didn’t find it very hard to understand, and it was really funny.  

I was really enjoying the play until (just my luck!) I got called up on stage by one of the 

actors. They asked me a few questions in French, and it was a nice surprise to realise I 

understood most of what they were saying.  However, I did not like the experience very 

much because I get stage fright and hate speaking or being in front of an audience.   

Looking back, I really enjoyed the whole play.  The costume changes were amazingly 

quick and I am still wondering how they did it.” - (George) 
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Year 8 French Trip to Montreuil-sur-Mer 

 
Year 8 French students enjoyed an action-packed week in the North of France, staying in the 
beautiful  Citadelle of Montreuil-sur-Mer. Highlights included kayaking, sand-yachting and a trip to the 
Aqualud water park in Le Touquet. In addition, students had the chance to experience local culture and 
culinary specialities at a local boulangerie, a chocolaterie and even a snail farm! Students had the 
opportunity to show off their French linguistic skills by going to town each day to collect breakfast, lunch and 
dinner from local businesses. A fantastic learning experience and wonderful trip!  A big thank you to 
Madame Mason for organising the trip and the dedicated team of Madame Duffas, Monsieur Fagan and 
Monsieur Morton for their support! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This article was written by one of our 
students entirely in French! 
 
Trente-sept élèves ont voyagé en France 
(dans un bus et puis un bateau) pour une 
semaine dans une citadelle. Nous nous 
sommes installés dans nos chambres et 
après nous avons mangé. Quatorze élèves 
ont dormi dans un dortoir mais quatre 
élèves ont dormi dans la maison de 
Madame Duffas! 
Pour la première activité, nous avons fait 
du kayak sur un lac – c’était très amusant! 
Puis nous avons visité une chèvrerie et les 
chèvres étaient très mignonnes! Nous 
avons mangé du fromage de chèvre. Le 
mercredi, nous avons fait du char à voile – 
c’était super !  

Après nous avons visité Etaples pendant une demi-heure. Le lundi nous sommes allés voir les escargots du 
Bocage et nous avons mangé des escargots – ils sont délicieux !  Après, nous avons acheté notre déjeuner 
et puis nous l’avons mangé à la plage. Nous avons nagé à Aqualud ! C’était très amusant ! Je voudrais 
visiter Aqualud encore. A la citadelle nous avons appris des choses sur les chauves-souris et nous les 
avons vues la nuit. Le jour suivant, nous sommes allés à Boulogne. Quand nous étions dans une Boulogne 
nous avons appris comment faire le pain, les pains au chocolat et les croissants. Plus tard nous avons visité 
Les Chocolats de Beussent et nous avons appris comment faire des chocolats. Aussi nous avons mangé 
des chocolats (ils étaient très délicieux) et nous pouvions acheter un peu de chocolat si nous voulions. Puis 
à 15:00h nous avons escaladé le parcours dans les Arbres lequel était assez effrayant. Le samedi, nous 
sommes rentrés à Bristol.  
 

Rosa Miles 8DF 
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Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance and Work Related Learning 
(CEIAG and WRL) 

Since Easter it has been a busy time for CEIAG and WRL. 

Some of the Year 11 students needed additional support from Mrs Chester (IAG Advisor) with choices and 
applications for college and other Post 16 courses.  All of the Year 11 students now have at least one 
application submitted with a ‘Plan B’ in place in case they don’t achieve the necessary grades in their GCSE 
examinations. Mrs Chester has started to meet with Year 10 students on a 1:1 basis and will continue to see 
the year group after the summer holidays to support them in their Post 16 choices for September 2017. She 
has also supported many Post 16 Year 12 and 13 students with university choices and career pathways.   
All of the information, advice and guidance given is impartial and tailored to suit individual student needs. 
 
During the academic year, all year groups receive careers education lessons in tutorial sessions with 
additional input in PSHE lessons in Year 9, 10 and 11. Currently Year 7 and Year 10 students are having 
careers education lessons during tutorial times. Year 7 students are being taught about the importance of 
starting to think about what they will want to do as a future job/career and how to start to use careers based 
software effectively to research careers information.  They have also had an introduction to local LMI (Labour 
Market Information).   Year 10 students are learning how personal skills and qualities affect career 
options,  the importance of acquiring employability skills and planning their future career/job pathways, 
different types & levels of KS5 courses and an understanding of the key points relating to the world economy 
and how it affects young people.  Different careers software programs are used during some of these 
sessions. 
 
Year 8 Green Dragons Day 
 
All of the Year 8 students were off timetable for the day on Friday 4 July taking part a 'Green Dragons' 
employability skills and enterprise day put on by the 'Bright Green Enterprise' company. 
They worked in teams to develop, produce a prototype and market an eco-friendly product  along the 
lines of the 'Dragons Den' television programme. 
The ten best teams presented their work in the afternoon in front of the rest of the year group and a 
panel of judges from the company. 
Students thoroughly enjoyed the day and developed some very exciting, creative ideas. 
A great many employability skills were covered including teamwork, leadership, organising, prioritising, 
delegation and speaking and listening. 
Student feedback included: 

 
 

Aaliyah W: “Really useful because it taught me how to work in a team and be confident with my ideas and 
thoughts”. 
Archie R: “Really fun and gave me a lot of new skills”. 
Matthew B: “I thought the activity was excellent as it inspired us to work well together with people we didn’t 
choose”. 
Scarlett S: “Really clever event as it beat our expectations and challenged us in a clever way!” 
Lily B: “I thought that the activity was really good and useful”. 
Minhaz: “Really very useful and fun activity!” 
Rayhan Y: “Really useful because I got to work with people who I usually don’t work with  and I got to know 
them better!”  
Harry S: “Really useful as it taught us about saving the environment and it let us be creative”.  
Ella P: “Really good activity and there was always something fun going on”.  
Zakaria Y: “This activity was really fun and an excellent idea as it helped me develop my employability / 
business skills”.   
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Year 10 Work Experience 

Congratulations to all Year 10 students who had a successful 
work experience week. We had students at a variety of different 
placements ranging from retail, catering, animal care, hospitali-
ty, care homes, charity, design and many more. Many of our 
students have secured part time jobs from their employers. 
The feedback from both employer and visiting staff was          
excellent.  Comments included: 

‘been on time, organised, and professional throughout’ 
‘the best students we've had in in ages. They just got stuck 
in and helped wherever they could’ 
‘they have had a great week - learnt loads and are really 
inspired’ 
‘the boss was so impressed with her she has been offered 
a summer job’ 
‘reliable, mature, personable and got stuck into everything’ 
‘described as proactive and useful and uses his initiative. 
Followed instructions well and managed to strip down a 
bike and replace brakes and handlebars without too much 
support. Good mechanical brain and problem solving. He 
has been punctual every day’ 
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Cotham Philosophy Club took part in the prestigious regional Philosothon recently.  Five schools from the south-west 

participated in the event, organised by Bristol Grammar School and hosted by the City of Bristol Museum.  We were 

given a guided tour of the museum’s  ‘Death: The Human Experience’ exhibition before participating in a series of 

conversations about assisted suicide, the afterlife, and attitudes towards death in different cultures.  “It was a wonderful 

experience,” said William, “allowing me to better understand death in all of its complexity.”  Abhijith, who won the award 

for ‘Most Impressive Philosopher of the Evening’, said that the event “allowed me to experience a much wider debate 

and changed many of my long-held views.”  

   Cotham’s Philosothon team (l-r): Peter Stables, William 

Goodey, Abhijith Subramanian, Atchchuthan 

Kanagasabai, Marianne Cross 
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Bristol - Bordeaux Exchange 2016-2017 

The Bristol-Bordeaux exchange is a family-to family 
exchange for students of secondary school age. 

The exchange programme is fully managed by the company 
Edventure Plus. 

Guidance on how to apply for the programme is given on 
their websitehttp://www.edventureplus.com/exchanges/what-
is-the-bristol-bordeaux-student-exchange/ 

Students fill out a detailed online application form and are 
carefully matched with an exchange partner in Bordeaux. 

Application forms must reach the Student Exchange Office 

by Friday 9 September 2016 for the 2016 – 2017 exchange. 

Applications can be made online or the pdf can be 
downloaded and completed by hand. 

The dates for 2016-2017 are: 

– First leg Tuesday 18 October to Thursday 27 October 2016 
– Second leg Tuesday 18 July to Thursday 27 July 2017 

Final dates will be confirmed when the flight schedules are 
released. 

The MFL department at Cotham School recognise the 

benefits of participating in an exchange to improve students’ 

language skills and intercultural awareness. 

Celebrating Student Success at NBP16C 
 
 A wide range of interesting and challenging topics covered by students independently as part of the Level 3 Extended 

Project Qualification.  These ranged from new wave cinema in Hong Kong to astrobiology and represented a lot of 
hard work and resilience by those taking the course. 

 Fundraising events throughout the year towards the planned True Adventure trip to Borneo.  Preparations are         
well underway, and students have met the guides and leaders who they will be with when trekking and taking part in 
community activities. 

 A range of projects on Internationalism by the “Global Group”, including the successful world food market                    
in December and a quiz night. Proceeds from these events go to a partner school in Bhuj, India.   

 Another successful year for the Envision group who organise and execute social enterprise activities around          
Bristol.  This year students held fundraising events (including doughnut sales and henna hand painting) to raise     
money for the Wild Goose homelessness project in Easton, and designed and delivered workshops on mental health 
to primary school students and the Sunday Assembly. 

 Congratulations to Alan in Year 13 who was crowned UK under 81kg schools judo champion. 

 The Centre boys football team were County runners up after an excellent season. 

 The Centre girls’ netball team made several successful appearances at local tournaments. 

 Well done to Morty and Barnaby in Year 13 whose band (“Awakening Hyperia”) were signed for a professional record 
deal. 

 Ongoing excellent work by three of our students who represent their communities on the Bristol Youth                    
Parliament.  Excellent work also by Henry who balanced his school work with running as a council candidate in the 
May elections. 

 Year 13 design technology students produced a range of innovative products for students at Claremont School as part 
of their A2 coursework.  The students developed briefs and put together products specifically designed for their clients 
which have been very well received. 

http://www.edventureplus.com/exchanges/what-is-the-bristol-bordeaux-student-exchange/
http://www.edventureplus.com/exchanges/what-is-the-bristol-bordeaux-student-exchange/
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 Vincent in Year 13 has been working with the local council to set up an enhanced recycling scheme for Charnwood 
House within his role on the student leadership team. 

 Izzi in Year 12 represented the Centre at the Gabblers regional after dinner speaking finals this spring. 

 Following her achievement of the Brook ‘Young Person of the Year’ prize last year, Chloe in Year 13 lead a week-long 
event for students at the school aged 11-19 focusing on healthy relationships, establishing this to run year on year from 
here onwards. 

 Carlos represented the Centre at the regional MFL public speaking competition in Bath, achieving honourable mention. 

 Eliza in Year 12 has made great progress balancing a booming modelling career with her A Level studies, being 
selected for shows in both London and Paris Fashion Weeks. 

 Well done to Oli in Year 13 who organised a debate for students at the Centre to explore the EU referendum. He 
secured a UKIP MEP for the Leave campaign and a local MP for Remain. 

 A group of Year 12 girls acted as mentors for the We Will Inspire project, helping to raise questions and tackle 
misconceptions about the roles and expectations of Muslim women in society. 

 The World Challenge group are in the final preparation stages for their trip to Java in July, completing additional 
fundraising challenges including a daring rock face abseil. 

 The Young Enterprise team worked tirelessly to prepare their business model for the regional competition this year, 
coming just two points short of selection for the final. 

 This year sees another successful “End of Show”, an end-of-course exhibition of A-Level visual arts work, organised 
and curated entirely by Post 16 students at Centre Space Gallery, Leonard Lane, BS1. 

 Amaal ran a very well attended talk for Post 16 students during their enrichment time, encouraging young women at the 
Centre to be the generation that brings an end to FGM. Due to the success of the event, this was followed by a film 
screening to raise funds for charity. 

 This year we have had a larger than ever number of students taking up widening participation opportunities with our 
local universities, including Access to Bristol lectures, Realising Opportunities, summer schools and the Heading Higher 
Passport. 

 Once again our Authentic Biologists are at the cutting edge of research with their Zebrafish project. Students will be 
presenting their findings to lead researchers at the Wellcome Trust. 
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Cotham Co-operative Co-Fund 

open to applications 
 

We are really pleased to announce that finally the 

Co-Fund is born! 

 
The first round of applications took place at the           

beginning of the summer term and a grant was awarded to a group of students from Charnwood to enable them 
to revamp the Quad and create a vibrant summer work space. Thanks to the Co-Fund they are now able to    
purchase work benches, plant a tree and design and print a banner to brighten up the space.  
 
Q. What is the Co-Fund? 
A. The Co-Fund is a large pot of grant money managed by the Cotham Co-op Forum.  
 
Q. What kinds of projects does the Co-Fund support? 
A. Members of Cotham Co-op can apply for a grant to run a project supporting the Co-operative values.              
Projects can be in school or in the wider community.  
 
Q. What size of grant is available? 
A. You can apply for a grant of between £50 and £500.  
 
Q. Who can apply? 
A. Students, school staff or any other constituency members can apply. If you are a student you must 
have a member of staff who can supervise the project named on the form. If you are from any other group, you 
must have at least one student involved in your project. 
 
Q. How do I apply? 
A. There is a simple application form. Email cofundgrants@cotham.bristol.sch.uk to request a copy    
and for further information. 
 
Q. Who decides who gets a grant? 
A. A small group of Co-op Forum Reps will decide on which grants are awarded.  
 
Q. How often are grants awarded? 
A. Co-Fund grants are made three times a year.  
 
Q. What are the deadlines? 
A. Apply for the autumn term by 23rd September 2016. You will know the decision by 21st October 2016. 
 
Q. How is the money given? 
A. If your application is successful you need to use the school's purchasing system to manage the 
money. You need to name a member of staff on the form who can put in purchase orders and supervise the   
project. 
 
Q. How long can projects last? 
A. Projects may last up to one year from the start date. The project team will write a termly report on 
progress with help from their member of staff until the project is finished. 
For more information please email cofundgrants@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

mailto:cofundgrants@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:cofundgrants@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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Enrichment Activities at Cotham School this year 

Teen Tech 

Flying Start Challenge Finals 
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Renishaw Technology Teardown Day 
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Forest  of Dean Geography Trip 

The Geography Department, and Mr Neville from Science, took the majority 
of Year 8 for a fun day of learning in the Forest. We had a cross-curricular 
focus with pupils studying the dynamics of rivers, and how they create 
landscapes as well as investigating the life we find in rivers. In addition we 
had a programme of fun team building activities to engage pupils socially and 
with their environment. Despite some rain, both students and teachers had a 
fantastic time. 

Rob Helliwell Trip Organiser 

"The Year 8 Geography trip to the Forest of Dean was absolutely 
amazing. We did so many activities. On the team building exercises 

we had to build a dam 
across the river just with 
rocks we found around 
us.  

We went in the river 
searching for different 
types of bugs and river 
life. We also measured 
the river characteristics in 
Geography - depth, width 

and speed with a tennis ball. We even managed to find a insect 
which Mr Helliwell had wanted to find for ages but it was us who 
found it. We made forest sculptures out of leaves and sticks that 
represent the environment. There were all kinds of things to use 
and make. Some people made animals out of stones and stuck 
sticks into the ground. We also had to do an activity to show 
teamwork. We had 6 round barrels and we had to find a way of 
getting from one side to another without touching the ground. There 
were all kinds of ways that people got across using different techniques."  

Soha Abushama in Year 8  

Calling all former students! 

If you’re a former student of Cotham School, we want to hear from you! 

Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and inspire our current students to feel more 

confident in making decisions about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network and stay 

connected with the school.  

We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future First, who specialise in helping schools like 

ours stay connected with their former students.  

You can choose how and when you help – perhaps you could act as a career and education role model, 

provide work experience, or even apply to become a Co-op Forum Rep or School Governor!  

It doesn’t matter when you left us, or what you’re doing now, we would love to stay in touch. 

To sign up visit: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/cotham 

 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/cotham
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Cotham School Sports Award Evening 

On Wednesday 13 July the PE department hosted the second annual Sports Awards evening. It was a great 
celebration of sporting talent shown by the students across all sports this year. 

The evening started with a motivational talk from Jemma Lowe who is a Butterfly swimmer for Great Britain. 
She has reached the final in two Olympic Games, was part of the team who holds the medley relay World 
Record and won the silver medal in the World Championships last year.  It was interesting to hear the 
commitment and hard work she has had to show to achieve this and the support she needed from her 
friends, family and coaches. I hope the students found this inspiring to focus on their sports. 

Then on to the award presentation. Teachers who had coached each sport and year group had nominated a 
'most improved' and 'most valuable' player of the year. Awards were also given to the Year 10 Sports 
Leaders and students who have been competing outside of school at County and National level. 

Over 110 students attended and we were really impressed with the students who made the effort to attend 
in formal clothes. Many looked very smart and we have decided to have a "best dressed" award next year! 

Finally, the highlight of the evening was the presentation of the 'sportsman' and 'sportswoman' of the year. 
Competition for these awards was fierce and there were many arguments amongst the PE staff over who 
should get the most prestigious award in each year group. After much debate our winners were: 

Year 7 sportsman Kyah Tunnicliffe and sportswoman Chiara Durran. 

Bristol Schools Athletics Final 

Well done to the Year 9 boys, Year 8 girls and Year 9 girls athletics teams who came 3rd, 4th & 4th  
respectively at the recent Bristol Schools Athletics Final. 
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Year 8 sportsman Arun Brooks and sportswoman Charlotte Martin. 

Year 9 sportsman Dee Gray and sportswoman Maddy Johnson. 
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Year 10 sportsman Ben Morgan and sportswoman Georgia Dowell 

 

Thank you to all students who attended to celebrate 
sport at Cotham School and we are hoping the event will 
grow each year. 

It would be great if parents/carers could let the school/
PE department know of any students achievements 
outside of school please. It’s only at parents’ evening 
that we sometimes find out what students are doing 
outside of school. Please either send us an 
email info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk or if you're following 
the PE department on Twitter, you can tweet us 
@cothampe 

Junior Maths Challenge 

This is a national competition designed to challenge the country’s most able mathematicians. The 

junior challenge is taken by Year 7 and 8. The top 30 students in each year group were entered.  

Special mention to Melissa Ross, Milly Smith,  Peter Medus, Paul Metzler and Eric McFarlane Bond of 

Year 8, together with Terry Bickerton of Year 7 who all qualified for the next round of competition. 

Certificate winners are listed below.  

 Year 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 8 

 

Gold Silver Bronze 

Terry Bickerton  

Charlotte Omiotek 

Fraser Royston 

Lucas Down 

Luqmaan Abdullahi 

Lucas Holik 

Gregory Cony 

Zaki Abudeip 

Felix Lewis 

Talulla Harris 

Jonathan Roche 

Finn Davies 

Connor Speed 

 

Gold Silver Bronze 

Melissa Ross 

Milly Smith 

Peter Medus 

Paul Metzler 

Eric McFarlane Bond  

Odessa Kendon 

Arun Brooks 

Ruby  Thorn 

Maisie Sadler 

Caleb Hur   

Aineias Arango  

Finn Cramer Jacobs  

Benjamin Brunt   

Rosa Miles  

Samuel Northcott 

Sam Weisselberg  

Art Ricesara 

Finn Perera  

Mackenzie Wylie  

Sophie Jones 

mailto:info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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Sports Report 

Cotham School are very proud of the successes we have had in 2015- 2016 with student & team 
achievements in netball, athletics and cross country.  
 
In netball, Year 10 won the Bristol Schools Competition beating Colston’s Girls in a nail biting final.  
 
Abdifataah Hasan (9RA) had an amazing year on the track and in cross county. He set a personal 
best of 2m 00.07s for the 800m in the English Schools Athletics Competition at Gateshead. He  
also represented Avon Schools at the South West Cross County Championships too.                 
Abdifataah is definitely one to look out for in the future! 
 
 

SPORTS AWARDS EVENING  
2016 Winners 

MIP – Most Improved Player  MVP – Most Valuable Player 

NETBALL  

 
    

RUGBY  

 
   

GIRLS FOOTBALL 

 
   

BOYS FOOTBALL 

 
    
  

BASKETBALL BOYS  

 

Year 7 MIP Chiara Durrani  MVP Charlotte Omiotek 

Year 8 MIP Rosa Firmstone Odell MVP Charlotte Aspin 

Year 9 MIP Florrie Wood  MVP Maddy Johnson 

Year 10 MIP Georgia Dowell MVP Lilly Quinn  

Year 7 MIP Tiye Thomas-Smith MVP Kyah Tunnicliffe 

Year 8 MIP Deondre Hylton MVP Arun Brooks 

Year 9 MIP Hudayfa Hassan MVP Nyheam Kefentse 

Year 10 MIP Isaac Stone MVP Ben Morgan 

MIP Aisha Hussein MVP Eryka Lawrence 

Year 7 MIP Ali Suliman MVP Alfie Luing 

Year 8 MIP Deondre Hylton MVP Arun Brooks 

Year 9 MIP Aroon Karim MVP Nhyheam Kefentse  

Year 10 MIP Jamal Hussein MVP Toby Virjee  

Junior MIP Mahad Isse  MVP Nassim Ladjimi 

Senior  MIP August Walter MVP Ayan Azad  
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CLIMBING   

 
 

SWIMMING  

 
 

ROUNDERS  

 
 

CRICKET 

 
      

ATHLETICS GIRLS  

 
 

ATHLETICS BOYS 

 

 
SPORTS LEADERS   

Finn Swallow, Theo Russell, Ben Morgan, Gabriel Lewis-Enright, Toby Virjee, Jack Edwards,    
Georgia Dowell, Lily Ross, Rachel Eacott, Emily Galliford, Charlotte Lee-Harvey, Frankie Brown, Lily 
Quinn, Izzy Box & Sarah Golden 

REGIONAL REPS  
Alfie Lewis – Gloucester County Cricket 
Jack Edwards – Gloucester County Cricket 
Joe Hall – Bristol City Academy FC 
Ben Morgan – Bristol Academy Rugby 
Charlotte Martin – Bristol and West Athletic Club 
Abdifataah Hasan – Avon X-Country. Representing SW at English School Athletics 800m 
Noah Okraffa-Hill – Rowing 
Mary Buckeridge – Judo Brown belt, county standard 
Josef Cooper – U18 Skiing Club National competitions and GBR competitions 

MIP Catriona Tornero Russell MVP Eryka Lawrence 

MIP Frankie Coltman MVP Josh Pollett 

Year 7 MIP Maisie Hepden  MVP Elia Gerolemou 

Year 8 MIP Aimee Parker-Sedgemore MVP Nadia Johns  

Year 9 MIP Georgie Egerton MVP Ishba Mahmood 

Year 10 MIP Ruby Lyons MVP Emily Galliford 

Junior MIP Ibrahim Bashir MVP Luko Johnson 

Senior  MIP Solomon Sharoon MVP Alfie Lewis 

Year 7 MIP Erin White MVP Esme Russell 

Year 8 MIP Soha Abushama MVP Charlotte Martin 

Year 9 MIP Lauren Fletcher MVP Kelicia Hylton 

Year 10 MIP Fahmida Ahmed MVP Georgia Dowell 

Year 7 MIP Lucas Down MVP Kaylan Smith 

Year 9 MIP Alfie Lewis MVP Abdi Hasan 
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NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL HONOURS  
Frankie Brown – Windsurfing National Champion 

 
Overall Sports Man/Woman of the Year 

 

 
 
Inter-house Sports Competition 2015-16 
The Inter-House Competitions at Cotham School have continued to be popular with students and 
over the course of the year, students have competed in inter-house sportshall athletics, dodgeball, 
football, basketball, rounders, and kick-ball competitions.  
 
The final inter-house competition was sportsday (athletics) which was held at South Gloucestershire 
& Stroud College (Filton WISE Campus) on Monday 18 July.  
 
Well done to everyone who competed especially as the conditions got warmer as the day went on. 
All students showed great determination and resilience during their events. There were some       
notable performances as a number of long standing Cotham School sports day records were      
broken. These were achieved by:  
 
Year 7 
300m - Francesca Funnell 53.00s 
 
Year 8 
300m - Charlotte Aspin 52.00s 
HJ - Charlotte Martin 1m 40s 
 
Year 9 
100m Maxie Douglas-Morgan 12.94s 
200m Abdifataah Hasan 24.52s 
800m Abdifataah Hasan 2m 06.0s 
Boys relay Gamma (RA) 53.02s 
Girls relay Delta (RBI) 58.64s 
 
Year 10 
Shot - Anouska Temple 8m 56cm 

Year 7 Girl Chiara Durrani  Boy Kyah Tunnicliffe 

Year 8 Girl Charlotte Martin Boy Arun Brooks 

Year 9 Girl Maddy Johnson Boy Dee Gray 

Year 10 Girl Georgia Dowell Boy Ben Morgan 
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Sportsday results  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 7 

House Boys pts Girls pts Total pts 

Omega 131 191 322 

Delta 171 140 311 

Gamma 138 129 267 

Sigma 131 112 243 

Year 8 

House Boys pts Girls pts Total pts 

Omega 127 177 304 

Gamma 173 93 266 

Sigma 141 127 265 

Delta 137 144 281 

Year 9 

House Boys pts Girls pts Total pts 

Delta 159 184 343 

Sigma 138 166 304 

Gamma 141 51 192 

Omega 99 91 190 

Year 10 

House Boys pts Girls pts Total pts 

Delta 113 146 259 

Sigma 124 130 254 

Gamma 128 110 238 

Omega 141 68 209 
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Inter-House results 2015-16  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 8       

Tutor House 
Sportsh

all 
Orienteer-

ing 
Foot-
ball 

Hand-
ball 

Basket-
ball 

Dodge-
ball 

Round-
ers 

Athlet-
ics 

Total 
points Position 

BJE/AWO Gamma 436 200 300 150 200 300 150 266 2002 1 

SWH/CCY Delta 504 200 400 100 50 175 200 281 1910 2 

DF/DU Omega 474 400 200 50 150 250 50 304 1878 3 

EP/JB Sigma 452 200 200 200 150 225 100 265 1792 4 

Year 9       

Tutor House Sportshall 
Crick-

et 
K'Bal

l Dodgeball Football Rounders athletics 
Total 

points Position 

JLL/ACA Sigma 558 300 300 600 300 400 304 2762 1 

RH/RBI Delta 504 250 350 650 250 250 343 2597 2 

RA/JPG Gamma 412 200 200 475 350 150 192 1979 3 

CB/LAL Omega 486 250 150 225 100 200 190 1601 4 

Year 10       

Tutor House Sportshall Benchball 
K'Bal

l Dodgeball Rounders Athletics 
Total 

points Position 

HMA/KM Delta 510 150 350 350 350 259 1969 1 

SD/BAK Sigma 568 200 150 250 300 254 1722 2 

JBR/AS Omega 530 150 250 200 150 209 1489 3 

CS/CHO Gamma 526 50 250 200 200 238 1464 4 

Year 11       

Tutor House Sportshall Dodgeball Total points Position 

GM/CME Gamma 518 300 818 1 

EQU/NCA Omega 436 350 786 2 

DD/EM Delta 504 250 754 3 

RG/SL Sigma 500 125 625 4 

Year 7     

 
House Sportshall 

Net-
ball Basketball Orienteering 

Gy
m 

K'Ba
ll Dodgeball 

Round-
ers 

Athlet-
ics 

Total 
points Position 

Delta 546 200 200 250 150 300 75 300 311 2332 1 

Gamma 540 100 125 200 300 300 100 250 267 2182 2 

Omega 486 125 125 250 150 300 25 250 322 2033 3 

Sigma 522 125 50 300 300 100 75 250 243 1965 4 
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Cotham Sport Leaders 
Congratulations to the 16 Year 9 students who were successful in their application to become a Cotham 
Sport Leader for next academic year. In total, 26 applied and all students had to complete a written 
application, attend a brief interview and were part of the Year 6 PE inductions that took place at the end of 
June. The quality of the candidates was very high and this made it a very difficult process.  
 
Their first task was to help at sportsday working alongside staff to officiate track and field events. As CSL’s 
(Cotham Sport Leaders) they will undertake a number of roles and responsibilities to develop their leadership 
skills throughout the year including open evening in September, organising and officiating inter-house 
competitions, organising primary school festivals and supporting the PE department during extra-curricular 
activities.   
 
Cotham Sport Leaders 
Lexi Prosser, Georgie Egerton, Maddy Johnson, Ishba Mahmood, Lauren Fletcher, Eryka Lawrence, Grace 
Brownlow, Mossy Price, Frankie Bonaddio, Abdi Hasan, Dee Gray, Nyheam Kefentse, Ollie Merry, Lyle 
Renwick, Hudayfa Hassan and Danny Romero.  
 
Students Sporting Achievements Outside of School 
We would be very grateful if parents/carers could keep us informed of your son’s/daughter’s sporting 
achievements outside of school. We do hear about some successes but some students are very shy about 
their achievements. It would be great to hear what our students are doing away from Cotham School so we 
can celebrate with them.  
You can either email the school info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk or tweet us on our Cotham PE Twitter page 
@cothamPE.  
 
School Website & Twitter 

 If you want to keep up to date 
with what is happening in PE and 
Sport at Cotham School you can 
either go onto the school 
Website (parents tab then PE 
and Sports Clubs tab) or you can 
follow the PE department on 
Twitter @cothamPE 
 

How you can support your son/daughter in PE & Sport at Cotham School 
 
It is essential for the progress of students in PE that they are correctly equipped for every lesson and clubs/
fixtures. We expect all students to have the correct kit for all sporting activities and you can support your child 
by helping them with this organisation by checking their timetables, planners, newsletters, twitter page and 
the school website to see when they have PE, clubs and sporting fixtures.  
 
We want parents/carers to encourage their child to get involved in some of the many excellent sports clubs at 
school and around the city to further develop their enthusiasm for the subject. We have a range of strong club 
links that we can share with students when an interest is expressed. It can also be very inspirational for 
students to have the opportunity to watch high level sporting performances when the opportunities arise. 
 
Cotham School has an excellent reputation within the Bristol Schools Competitions with a number of teams 
and individuals going onto compete at county, regional and national levels.  
We expect all students who are selected to represent the school for fixtures, they are fully committed and 
motivated to do their very best regardless of how successful they are.  
 
Students have a responsibility to inform parents/carers of all match details and if there is any reason why they 
can’t play, they must inform the teacher in-charge of the team at least one day before so a replacement can 
be found.  
 
We believe that everyone can succeed through hard work, determination and a positive mindset. ‘The only 
place that success becomes before work is in the dictionary.’ Vince Lombardi 

mailto:info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.theinquirer.net/IMG/666/223666/twitter-bird-new-270x167.png%3F1418772302&imgrefurl=http://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/2318656/sport-one-direction-and-royal-baby-talk-dominates-twitter-in-2013&h=167&w=270&
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bishopstopford.com/_files/images/1515873B9FB076E64A369E34D7B91B5B.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?pid%3D117&h=125&w=391&tbnid=Ccxrrpv6TO60dM:&zoom=1&docid=fzE-AXXKcexEFM&ei=784JVdmCE4vU7AbYoYG


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Bristol, BS6 6DT 

T: 0117 919 8000 

E: info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk  

W: www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

TERM DATES 2016 - 2017 

Term 1      Thursday 1 September 2016 to Friday 21 October 2016 

Term 2      Monday 31 October 2016 to Friday 16 December 2016 

Term 3      Tuesday 3 January 2017 to Friday 10 February 2017 

Term 4      Monday 20 February 2017 to Friday 7 April 2017 

Term 5      Monday 24 April 2017 to Friday 26 May 2017 

Term 6      Monday 5 June 2017 to Friday 21 July 2017 

INSET DAYS 2016-17 

Thursday 1 September 2016 

Friday 2 September 2016 

Friday 21 October 2016 

Tuesday 3 January 2017 

Friday 7 April 2017 

Monday 5 June 2017 


