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What is Sparx Reader
● Online literacy programme for KS3 students
● Personalised reading experience with books matched to each student's level
● Includes comprehension quizzes after each book
● School-managed – teachers set reading goals and track progress
● Weekly reading tasks set by the English Department



Logging In
There is no direct parent sign-up. Access is managed by the Cotham School’s 
English Department.

As a parent, you can log in using your child's login details. This would be the same as 
login as their school Gmail.

Note: You CANNOT use a personal Google account – only school login works!



Logging In
Website:

● Go to 
https://selectschool.sparx
maths.uk/?app=sparx_rea
der  

● Search for and select 
"Cotham School"

● Click "Log in to Sparx using 
Google"

● Use school email and 
password

https://selectschool.sparxmaths.uk/?app=sparx_reader
https://selectschool.sparxmaths.uk/?app=sparx_reader
https://selectschool.sparxmaths.uk/?app=sparx_reader


Dashboard
Once you have logged in, you will have access to your child’s Dashboard. Through 
the “Home” tab, you can view:

● The current and previous tasks set by your child's English teacher.
● The current/latest book they are reading.
● Your child's class ranking. 
● Books completed, quiz scores and reading times.



Dashboard



Dashboard

By selecting the “What is this?” 

option in the Current Task box, 

you will get an explanation on 

what needs to be achieved to 

complete the task.



Reading Goals
How Books Are Chosen:

● System picks books perfect for your reading level
● Mix of fiction and non-fiction
● Books get slightly harder as you improve

Reading Targets:

● Teachers set weekly reading goals (e.g. 30 minutes)
● Progress bar shows how close you are to your target



Reading Books
1. Choose a book from your recommended list
2. Click to open it
3. Adjust text size if needed
4. Bookmark your page



Taking Quizzes
● Complete the quiz after finishing the book
● Questions test understanding of the material
● Need to pass to move forward

If You Don't Pass:

● You can re-read the book and try again
● Builds understanding and comprehension skills



eBook Library
Students and parents can browse the Library tab to select books:

● Mix of fiction and non-fiction
● Books matched to reading level
● Students can choose what they read
● Teachers set reading goals (time-based)



Tracking Progress
Your Reading Stats:

● Books completed
● Average quiz scores
● Reading time for the week

Rewards & Achievements:

● Earn stars for regular reading
● Unlock special badges for hitting milestones
● SPR points track your progress

Weekly Updates:

● Parents receive weekly progress updates via email



Settings - Font Size, Colours, etc 
When in the settings menu. You 
can do the following:

● Change font size
● Change line height
● Change line spacing
● Change font style
● Change background colour
● Set a reading guide



Parents - How to Support Your Child
● Encourage daily reading – 10-15 minutes builds habit and comprehension.
● Discuss books together – ask questions about the story and characters.
● Celebrate progress – praise quiz scores and completed books.
● Create a quiet reading space – a comfortable, distraction-free environment 

helps focus.
● Connect books to interests – choose books that match their passions.
● Reach out to the teacher – they can offer extra support if needed.

Link to Sparks Reader Parent Guide

https://sparxreader.com/parents/


FAQs
"How much time should my child spend on Sparx Reader?"

● Recommended 20-30 minutes per week.

"Can I read the books with my child?"

● Yes! Shared reading is encouraged, but quizzes should be done independently.

"Why is my child reading the same book twice?"

● Sparx Reader sometimes repeats books to reinforce understanding.

"Can students choose their own books?"

● Yes, through the Library tab, books are matched to their reading level.


