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Letter from the Headteacher—October 2015 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
At the end of a very busy and successful term I would like to thank students for their hard work and excellent conduct 
as well as congratulating them on their achievements so far.  I would also like to thank parents and carers for their con-
tinued support. 
 
End of Term 1 Arrangements 
Wednesday 21 October is an INSET day so the last day of Term 1 for students is Tuesday 20 October. 
 
Start of Term 2 Arrangements 
Monday 2 November is an INSET day so the first day of Term 2 for students is Tuesday 3 November. 
 
Post 16 Open Evening 
 
The main North Bristol Post 16 Open Evening was held at Redland Green School from 6.30pm until 9.00pm. We will 
also be holding an Information Evening at Cotham Learning Community on 5 November from 7pm until 8pm. At our 
Information Evening, there will be some subject staff available. 
 
Year 11 Parents Evening 
Thank you to all Year 11 parents and carers who came to the very well- attended Year 11 Parents Evening on Monday 
19 October. If you were not able to make the event but would still appreciate guidance on how to support your child with 
the next steps in their studies, please contact Mrs Wood (Learning Coordinator for Year 11) in the first instance.  
 
House System Relaunch 
 
The House System has been relaunched in response to feedback from the Student section of the Co-operative Fo-
rum.  Eight Houses have been reduced to four:  Delta, Gamma, Omega and Sigma.  The House System will celebrate 
success and give students the opportunity to compete against each other in all areas of the curriculum.  We believe that 
healthy competition builds character; it is not about the winning or losing, but about taking part.  It is the striving and 
struggle to be the best that nurtures creativity and determination, whilst learning from the lessons of failure.  The House 
System will build upon the great British tradition of charitable giving.  Please see the House News section further on in 
this newsletter for further information.  
 
Student Leadership: The Co-operative Forum and House System 
The annual Co-operative Forum student elections have now taken place.  Year Group Representatives for Years 8 to 
11 have been elected and will begin to meet in Term 2.  Mrs Ashcroft (our lead on Student Voice) will co-ordinate these 
meetings and information will go out to students about meeting times and dates at the start of next term.  Year 7 have 
had an opportunity to join the student section of the Co-operative Forum during this month and tutor group representa-
tives have been elected.   The Year 7 Tutor Group representatives will be elected at the start of Term 2 and Ms Allen-
der (Learning Co-ordinator for Year 7) will be leading  this.  Prefects have been recruited for each of the new Houses, 
with up to three prefects being put forward by each Year 11 tutor group.   
A House Captain has also been selected for each House, to work closely with the Head and Deputy Head of 
House.  Year 11 prefects will stand until April 2016, when Year 10 will take over this role.  Elections were not held for 
the Year 11 prefects, to avoid a clash with Co-operative Forum elections, but in April the new Year 10 prefects will go 
through a process of formal application and interview to short list and then a final election. Each House also has a team 
of Charity Ambassadors, supporting Mrs Ashcroft with fundraising.   
 
The role of the Co-operative Forum Reps is to give feedback on the day-to-day workings of the school, whereas the 
House Prefects will co-ordinate charity work and House competitions.  We look forward to updating you with more news 
later in the year. 
 
Post 16 Student Leadership  
The Post 16 Student Council has now been elected, following a rigorous process to appoint a Student President and 
Vice President, including formal application, references, interview and public speaking alongside the candidates’ cam-
paigns. Four sub-committee chairs have also been appointed to move forward with leadership in key areas such as the 
Co-operative forum, learning and charity work.   
 
Rewards 
Achievement Points have been rebranded as House Points and literally thousands of House Points have been awarded 
to students since the launch of the House System this term.  The focus for staff  is on a Growth Mindset approach to 
our rewards system, with the emphasis placed on rewarding effort, grit, determination and resilience.  Achievement Re-
ports were trialled for all students at the end of last year and this has now been incorporated into our Assessment Cycle 
for 2015-16.    



Behaviour in lessons and around the school community 
The school’s Behaviour Policy is a vital part of maintaining the school’s tolerant and studious atmosphere and all stu-
dents are expected to adhere to it.  Staff, students, parents and carers have been overwhelmingly positive about our 
renewed emphasis on standards - school rules, uniform, equipment, punctuality, appropriate behaviour for learning 
and communication etc. The benefits of 
this emphasis since the start of term are 
very clear to see and has enabled an 
even greater focus on our core business 
of ensuring great teaching and learning 
for all students in the classroom. 
 
The diagram to the right illustrates, for 
clarity,  the school’s existing detention 
system. 
 
Behaviour in the the wider community 
Students are once again reminded that 
their conduct to and from school, as well 
as in our local community, is highly visi-
ble and of great importance to the 
school.  Therefore students who break 
the school’s wider community code of 
behaviour will be sanctioned in line with 
the school’s Behaviour Policy. The 
school is very proud of its reputation in 
the local community and we have very 
high expectations of all students outside school.  

Performing Arts 
The Performing Arts Department offer a wide range of extracurricular activities including:  

Dance Music Drama 

Years 7 and 8 Dance Company 
Junior and Senior Vivid Dance 
Company 

Junior and Senior Synapse 
Dance Company 

Pulse Dance Company 

 Computer Composing club 
 Man Voice 
 Cotham Rookies (string, brass, woodwind 

and percussion) 
 Ukulele and Guitar 
 Band Academy 
 Choir 
 Folk club 
 Jazz Band 
 Steel Pans 

 Arts Award 
 Year 7 Drama 

Club 



Punctuality to school 
Morning registration and other activities start promptly at 
8.40am and are a ‘taught lesson’ at Cotham.  Therefore stu-
dents who arrive late are missing teaching time and disrupt-
ing that time for their peers.  Students are reminded that 
they are expected to pass through the school gates by 
8.30am so they are ready to learn as soon as they enter 
class.  A small number of students in Years 7-11 are still 
arriving late to school for no discernible reason. These stu-
dents can expect to be sanctioned each time they are late to 
school with no acceptable reason. 

The Cotham School Attendance Target for all students 
in Years 7-11 is 96% 

Forthcoming Trips, visits and enrichment activities 
Staff at Cotham give freely and generously of their time to organise and run a wide and varied educational trips, 
visits and enrichment programme which really broadens our students’ educational experience.  Just some of the 
events scheduled over the coming weeks are detailed below: 
 
October  

 German Exchange visit from staff and students of Gymnasium Geotheschule, Hanover (this is the 20th anni-

versary of this exchange!). 

 Year 11 evening performance of ‘The Crucible’ at Bristol Old Vic. 

 Post 16 Live screening of Hamlet - cinema visit for English students. 

 Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Expedition to the Black Mountains. 

 Bristol Schools Cross Country Championships at Brislington. 

 Year 12 evening performance of ‘The Crucible’ at Bristol Old Vic for Drama students. 
November 

 Year 10 History visit to the World War 1 battlefields. 

 Post 16 Extended Project Qualification Fair at Bristol University. 

 Post 16 lectures in Modern Foreign Languages at Bristol University. 

 Post 16 Dance Residency at Cotham School. 

 Year 9 ‘Shakespeare in Schools Festival’, rehearsals and final performance at The Redgrave Theatre. 

 Post 16 French Lecture at Bristol University. 

 Year 10 Employer Engagement visit by the Royal Marines Catering section. 
 
December 

 School Christmas concert at Woodlands Church. 

 Year 9 to an evening performance of 'Sleeping Beauty' at Bristol Old Vic. 

 Years 7 and 10 ‘Strictly Balti' drama performances at Cotham. 

 Year 11 Employability Workshop at Cotham. 

 Post 16 Classics visit to the British Museum, London. 
 
North Bristol Post 16 Centre also offer a broad range of enrichment activities. You can view the current enrichment 
offer by clicking this link http://www.nbp16c.org.uk/About-us/Enrichment/ 

Self-Organisation and Personal Presentation 
At Cotham we believe that the life-skills students gain from 
an emphasis on self-responsibility as they pass through 
the school are immeasurable.  Please encourage students 

to organise themselves so that they bring all necessary items and equipment to school with them for each day. 
Essential Equipment 
The following equipment must be brought to school every day: 

 Planner 

 Reading book 

 Pencil case with pen, pencil, rubber, small ruler, glue stick, calculator, sharpener and some coloured pencils. 
 
Form Tutors will be conducting reading book/ revision materials and planner (REP) checks every morning. Students 
without correct REP will be sanctioned. 

Attendance dur-
ing one school 
year 

Equals number 
of days absent 

Equals approxi-
mate number 
of  weeks absent 

95% 9 days 2 weeks 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 

85% 29 days 6 weeks 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 

http://www.nbp16c.org.uk/About-us/Enrichment/


Homework Expectations 
Homework timetables for Years 7-11 have now been published and are available on the school website. Students should be 
doing a minimum of one hour of home study per night at KS3 and at least 2 hours at KS4.   Home study could be used for 
homework, reviewing work completed in class, reading, background research, project work, note taking, revision, completing 
online activities on SAM learning, GCSE pod  etc.  If at all possible, please could parents and carers try to set aside a quiet 
place in your homes for this very important daily routine which is essential to raise achievement and establish lifelong learn-
ing habits.   
 
Homework Support 
To help students establish these habits we run a Key Stage 3 homework club in the library every day after school for one 
hour.  The club provides homework support to students from a team of Learning Support Assistants and Post 16 students.   
 
A Key Stage 4 GCSE preparation club  takes place each Tuesday and Thursday in room D108. 
 
School Uniform  
Full school uniform, which includes identity lanyards,  must be worn correctly at all times at Cotham.  Thank you to parents 
and carers for supporting the school in its expectation that students wear full school uniform at all times. 
 
Full details of our uniform policy, including photos demonstrating how uniform must be worn are included in this newsletter. 
This information is also available on the school’s website. 
 
NB:   Please pay particular attention to the guidance and photos provided on ‘school shoes’ if you are considering purchas-
ing new school shoes for your child. 
 
School Signage 
The process has begun of upgrading signage around the school site to improve the experience of students and other visitors 
to the school.  Hopefully you should start to see some improvements over the next few months. 
 
Website 
Our website is to be redesigned during this academic year.  We will shortly begin this process and will keep you updated on 
our progress. 
 
On behalf of the staff I would like to thank you for your continued support of the school. 
Yours sincerely 
Ms Jo Butler 
Headteacher 

Communication between School and Home 
Good communication between the school and parents and carers is essential, at Cotham School we strive to ensure 
our communications are clear, timely and relevant.  We use a variety of methods to communicate e.g.  letters sent by 
post or delivered home by students, emails, text messaging and of course telephone and face to face meetings.   
 
We hope to improve our written communications between the school and home by sending a weekly email to all 
parents and carers that will include information and news items about the school and also a link to all letters that have 
been generated in school that week, the labels on the links to the letters will clearly state the nature of the letter and if 
it is specific to just one particular year group, this will enable parents and carers to select just the letters that are 
relevant to their child if they wish, but will also allow parents and carers to view other communications giving them the 
opportunity to see what is happening in other areas of the school. 
 
The mailing will be sent on Friday each week during term time and we hope to commence this system next term.  We 
will shortly send a test email to all parents and carers to check that we have current email addresses on our system; if 
you believe we may hold an email address that is no longer valid please email smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk with the 
email address you wish us to use.  Where our system indicates that we do not hold a current email address we will 
write to those parents and carers separately. 

We will no longer routinely send paper copies of  non personalised letters home, a decision which we hope you agree, 
will support our desire to be environmentally friendly. 
 
We will continue to use our text messaging system to inform parents and carers that their child is absent from school 
(unauthorised) and also when there is a need to send an urgent message home (e.g. school closure).  

mailto:smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk


The Day Online Subscription 

I would like to remind you about our subscription to The Day, an 
online service that brings current affairs into the classroom.  
 
Students, staff and parents are able to access the service from 
home at 
http://www.theday.co.uk  using the school’s login details (below), so 
please do take the opportunity to have a look at the site. 

 
The editorial team publishes three topical news stories every day. Each article is linked to a specific area of 
the curriculum. 
 
Each story includes: 
 Discussion points 
 Exciting activities 
 Links to further reading and videos 
 
To sign-up for the daily email visit: http://theday.co.uk/info/daily-email . 
 
For more details about our other online subscriptions 
please visit the Library’s page on Frog. 
 
Miss Davies 
Librarian  
DaviesS@cotham.bristol.sch.uk  

http://www.theday.co.uk 

Login Details: 

Username: cotham 

Password: theday 

Damaged school books  

With the autumnal weather upon us again, we have already had a number of library books returned 
wet and mouldy. Can we ask that students please keep all books inside a waterproof bag to protect 
them from the bad weather? Even a plastic carrier bag inside the normal school bag would help if 
the bag is not waterproof.  

We have plastic book bags FREE from the Library - please ask if you need one!       

Many thanks, Miss Davies (Librarian)   

On Monday 12 October, the Year 9, 10 and 11 groups of the CUE BRISTOL 

YOUTH THEATRE went to the Bristol Old Vic to see a play called “And Then 

Come the Nightjars”. 

It was an engaging, simple yet imaginative performance about the changing 

relationship between two men, a dairy farmer called Michael and a vet called 

Jeff. We saw their friendship being put under strain during the foot and mouth 

crisis when farmers were devastated to have many of their animals put down.  

Some of the descriptions of the killing of Michael’s beloved animals were quite 

shocking and made you realise what a terrible time it must have been for the 

farmers.  There was a moment when we heard gunshots followed by silence. We knew what had happened. 

The set was realistic and detailed.  The whole play was set in a barn but the lighting was used very well to show the 

change in seasons and at one point the barn was the venue for a wedding reception, complete with sparkly 

tablecloths and disco lights. 

As the two men grew older, we discovered more about Michael’s beloved wife who died and about the breakdown of 

Jeff’s marriage and his struggle with alcohol.  Throughout these hard times, the men appeared to be grumpy and fed 

up with each other but we could tell that, deep down, they really cared for and supported each other. 

Towards the end of the play there were some really sad but funny moments  when we thought that Michael was about 

to die, but then he would come out with one of his grumpy swearing moaning fits and make everyone laugh. The final 

picture left in our minds, was of the two men sitting together, holding hands – true friends. 

Frances Roberts Year 11 

http://www.theday.co.uk
http://theday.co.uk/info/daily-email
mailto:DaviesS@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
http://www.theday.co.uk


A message from your Receptionists 
 

If you drop things off for your child with us on 

reception please could you put their name on the 

item. 

Also, please be aware that although we try hard 
to ensure items reach the student, we are unable to personally deliver 
things as there is usually only one of us manning the 
reception desk.  

The school is very large and very busy with over 

1,000 students, so please bear with us if 

sometimes we cannot always reunite students 

with their belongings. Thank you. 

Literacy at Cotham  
This first term of the new academic year has seen much emphasis on literacy skills. In particular, we have challenged 

Cotham students by Christmas to embed the healthy literacy habit of using “a capital letter 

and a full stop – every sentence, every time” across the curriculum.  The theory is that it 

takes 66 days to establish a healthy habit and there are 42 days of the challenge left at the 

time of writing. 

We had well over 20 entries for the Year 7 Revolting Rhymes Competition. There were 

many excellent poems submitted which have been made into an anthology for the Year 7 

tutor bases. The top three selected poems are printed here for you to enjoy. We have also 

received very many entries for the National Poetry Day Competition based on the theme of 

‘light’, so watch this space for news of the winners.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have worked hard to incorporate 

increasing literacy content within the Year 7 Skills programme. To date, 

students have revised specific reading techniques, such as skimming and scanning and had an interactive lesson 

concentrating on using ‘Pristine Punctuation’. Next term students will experience a session on ‘Penmanship’ skills. 

On Monday 28 September we held a ‘Skills and Head Teacher’s Welcome Evening’ for Year 7 parents. This was well-

attended and it was wonderful to meet so many supportive parents. Three separate sessions were held: about 

literacy, about numeracy and about Skills lessons. Many thanks to all of you who came. 

Joanna Oxenham (Literacy Co-ordinator) 

If you go to school, then you’re a fool.  

Teachers are horrible creatures, 

They’ll make you eat gruel.  

In the library, if you ever whisper, 

They’ll beat you and eat you, or give you a blister. 

Never go to the toilet, for it’s a horrible place. 

Beware, it might explode in your face. 

You might find the loo is full of poo, 

And you might just have some wee on your shoe. 

If you’re not fast enough out of the hub. 

They’ll drag you back to homework club. 

 

Dry your eyes and calm your fears, 

You’re only there for another five years! 

 

Felix Kendall-Muniesa 7KBO 

The animal which I hate the most 

Lurks beyond the “Beware” post. 

He doesn’t walk or think with care,  

Because he is the feared grizzly bear.  

Inside his mossy, corpse-filled lair, 

Is nothing but silence and despair. 

And if poor campers don’t look out, 

They’ll have no organs or limbs throughout. 

Take poor Billy, for example, 

He’s on grizzly’s menu as a sample. 

 

Fraser Royston 7SHA 

Sharks 

 

He is big. 

He is scary. 

His body’s a dagger. 

 

He circles and steers   

With a broken-glass grin. 

He has a lion’s tongue. 

 

He slides through the water 

With a twist of hunger. 

He’s the colour of fear. 

 

Hoodo Moalim Ali  7HHA 





New House colours are; 

Delta—Blue           Omega—Red 

Gamma—White   Sigma—Green 

The House System 
Introduction 

There has always been a House system at Cotham, but for the past 15 years, it has been solely supported by the PE 
Department.  Last year, after a group of  Co-op Forum Student Representatives visited Clevedon School, it was agreed to 
relaunch the system with a new set of Houses.  The purpose of the House system is to celebrate success and promote the 
ethos of Growth Mindset, through striving and struggle in a series of House competitions.  Competitions will include the 
opportunity to design the House logo, a bake-off, scratch programming, dodgeball, sports hall athletics and netball.  The 
House system will also promote the great British value of giving and doing things for others through charity work —  each 
House has it’s own charity. 

On Monday 28 September we began a week of House assemblies and I have asked each of the Heads of House to write a 
short piece to explain their vision for their House and introduce their Deputy Head of House and the Prefects, from Year 
11.  The House system will take time to evolve and I am sure the students will come up with many more ideas to maintain 
this momentum. Mrs Francis 

Cotham School House System 2015 - 2016 

Delta 

Head of House:  Kelly 

McDonagh 

Deputy Head of House:  

Sandra White 

 Sigma 

Head of House:  Sam 

Lawrence 

Deputy Head of House: 

Jenny Berry 

 

Omega 

Head of House:  Kane 

Book 

Deputy Head of House:  

Adam Vaughan 

 

Gamma 

Head of House:  Stephen 

Hallet 

Deputy Head of House:  

Claire Hockaday 

 

Delta 

blue, water, strength 

Year 7:  

Mr King,  Mr Woods 

Year 8: 

Ms White, Mr Cony 

Year 9:  

Mr Helliwelll, Ms Bird 

Year 10:  

Ms McDonagh,  

Ms Marsh 

Year 11:  

Mr Dignan,  

Mr Marchbank 

Gamma 

white, air, imagination 

Year 7:    

Mr Hallett, Ms Madge 

Year 8:  

Mr Jose, Mr Wood 

Year 9:  

Ms Allen, Mr Gayford 

Year 10:  

Ms Hockaday,  

Ms Stevens 

Year 11:  

Mr McGrath,  

Ms Meek/Ms Pearson 

 

Omega 

red, fire, creativity 

Year 7:    

Mr Book, Mrs Hand 

Year 8:  

Ms Ferris, Mr Udall 

Year 9:  

Ms Bunka, Ms Almey 

Year 10:  

Ms Sinclair,  

Ms Brock 

Year 11:  

Ms Quirke,  

Mr Carrington 

 

Sigma 

green, reason, freedom 

Year 7:    

Ms Clement, Mr Fagan 

Year 8:  

Ms Portero, Ms Butler 

Year 9:  

Mr Lloyd, Ms Callaghan 

Year 10:  

Mr Aït-Kaci,  

Ms Duffas 

Year 11:  

Mr Geoghegan,  

Mr Lawrence 

 



GAMMA HOUSE  
WHITE AIR IMAGINATION  

Head of House: Mr Hallett 
Deputy Head of House: Miss Hockaday  

House Captain: Rosie Cutts 

Prefects: Will John, Nadil Farid, Merle Butler, Alex Robinson, May Gordan  

House Charity: Macmillan 

“What is the point in living if we do not at least try to be remarkable?”  

Our House is built on the principle of celebrating the process and not just the outcome. Life in general will throw you 
many challenges, we want to create a culture where students endeavour, and commitment and effort towards all 
aspects of school life are celebrated. Failure is not the falling down, but the refusal to get back up again.  

Delta House 
Dear Team Delta, 

First of all I would like to thank each and every one of you for your effort so far this term. You are demonstrating day in day 
out that we are the kindest and most hard-working House! 

I need to remind you of some very important people. Mrs White is our Deputy Head of House and we have a fantastic 
team of prefects in Year 11 who have shown throughout the years that they are terrific ambassadors and role models to all 
students. Our prefects will be coming around to visit you during tutor time to make sure you have submitted your entry for 
the different competitions (logo, motto, chant and playlist – please remember what Miss Marsh said in our assembly!). Our 
team of Charity Ambassadors will also be keeping you up to 
date with what we are going to do in order to raise money for 
Cancer Research UK. If you have any ideas or suggestions 

I am delighted to be your Head of House and hearing so 
many of you saying “Go Delta!” as I walk past makes 
my day! I have to say I am also particularly proud of 
Archie Rose and Aimee Parker Sedgemore who 
demonstrated the Delta philosophy of kindness through 
helping me. I want us to be the kindest and most courte-
ous House – I expect you to open doors for others, I 
expect you to be respectful towards others and I expect 
you to smile! 

Congratulations to the first ever Delta House Heroes. 
Remember, I will continue to reward and recognise your 
efforts.  

 

“What you do every day matters more than what 

you do every once in a while”. 

Go Delta! 

Miss McDonagh  

Delta House Heroes (L to R): Arlo Dunstan 

Green, Arunveer Singh, Ruby Sanger, Bianca 

Team Delta Prefects 2015-16 

2015-16 Team Delta Prefects (L to R): Amber Rawlinson, Maddy Holmes, 
Nell Gear (House Captain), Alfie Brewis, Louis Wood.  



Head of House:  Mr Book 

Deputy Head of House: Mr Vaughan 

House Prefects: Alex Price, DeAvion Durrant,  

Cat Jarvis, Riyan Abib, Ayaan Abdullahi 

House Captain: Alex Price  

House Charity: Water Aid  

House philosophy: BE A TIGGER!!!!! 

Our House is built on the principles of “fire and creativity”, we are 
passionate about succeeding but like to attempt the paths to suc-
cess that others haven’t thought of. We try to act as our friend 
Tigger would when we are faced with a challenge, by being posi-
tive and having a go!!!! It’s not about how fast you can run or how 
high you can climb, but how well you BOUNCE  



At the time of writing, Charity Week is in full swing!  We are raising as much money as we can for our chosen House Charities: 

DELTA – CANCER RESEARCH UK 

GAMMA – MACMILLAN 

OMEGA – WATERAID 

SIGMA – WORLD WILDLIFE FUND 

The Hub has been busy every break time with sales of cakes, books and henna tattoos.  Delta House are collecting ridiculous 

amounts of chocolate for their “Chocolottery”. Lots of teachers are getting on board and buying tickets for their tutor groups in the 

hope of having a group feast when the winner is announced on Tuesday. Gamma House’s “Guess How Many Sweets in the Jar” 

competition is proving very popular too.  It’s not all about the sweets though: Alfie in Year 7 has been selling some great books to 

our keen readers at the bargain price of 50p. 

At lunchtime on Wednesday, the sports hall will be full of all those loose coins you have been collecting from your purses, wallets 

and copper jars at home. The Charity Ambassadors are all set to go and see which House can make the longest line of coins. 

Charity Ambassadors have been amazing this week.  Some have made power points all about their charities to be shown in tutor 

time so that everyone knows how their money will be spent and who will benefit. Others have relentlessly nagged their tutor 

groups to make donations and to get involved. 

THANK YOU to all parents, carers, staff and students who have contributed in any way, no matter how small.  In the next news-

letter, we will let you know how much money we raised and which House raised the most. 

Year 10 House Buddies for new Year 7 

On Wednesday 7 October, we launched our new Year 7 buddying programme.  

This is a really exciting opportunity for our lovely new Year 7 students to meet with 

Year 10 students on a weekly basis to aid their transition.  This takes place during 

one of our students’ allotted tutor time sessions and this will be running right up to 

Christmas.  Every session has a theme and set of topics to be explored during 

friendly conversation between students.  Year 7s will get the opportunity to talk 

about how things are going and ask questions of older students, who can guide 

them using their knowledge and experience of secondary school.  We were so 

impressed with the mature and supportive attitude of our Year 10 students on the 

first session and I am confident this experience will be so valuable to our Year 7 

cohort.  A big thank you and well done! 

Ms A Allender, Year 7 Learning Co-ordinator 

“I really enjoyed having a Year 10 buddy because it is someone that I can go to if I 

have any problems.  It is also quite fun going up to the classroom and talking to 

them about things going on.  It is always really helpful to know that there is always 

someone there if you need them”   

Ellis Gorst 7SME 

“It is really fun to meet the Year 7s and help them settle in. I think it is useful 

for Year 10 as well because we can reflect on our time so far at Cotham. I think it 

will also make the links between the year groups stronger and it is nice to meet the 

Year 7s who are in our House.”  

Abdi Abdullahi 10CHO 



Year 7 Summer Events at ss Great Britain  
It was lovely to welcome 20 new Cotham School students and their families 
to the ss Great Britain on 27 August. It was a wonderfully positive 
atmosphere with lots of families enjoying themselves and, hopefully, 
leaving with a few new friends and excited about starting at Cotham. The 
whole event was quite busy with 157 people from four North Bristol 
secondary schools attending (and there were more Cotham families 
attending than any other school!) 
  
Here are some lovely quotes from parents / carers who attended: 
 ‘Great way to meet fellow Year 7’s and parents. Everyone was very 
welcoming. Really lovely experience, we had loads of fun!’  
 
And from new Year 7’s too: 
 ‘Best trip I ever, I loved it! I got an opportunity to climb the rigging – it was 
awesome!’ 
  
During one of the activities, new Cotham students and their families made 
beautiful embossed good luck charms based on the personal keepsakes 
sailors took with them to sea to celebrate their journey to secondary 
school.   
Sarah Elder, (Museums and Schools Project Officer, ss Great Britain Trust) 

 
We will be displaying the good luck charms in school and hope to include a 
photo in the next newsletter. 

Safeguarding Information For Parents/Carers 
 

As everyday life becomes increasingly challenging, we felt it would be helpful to provide as much ‘safeguarding-related’ 
information to support students or their friends if, from time to time, they struggle to manage.  The information is held in a 
Virtual Student Safeguarding Noticeboard and they can find it on their Frog dashboard.  It was shown to all students last 
year. 

The aim of the Virtual Student Safeguarding Noticeboard is to provide students with a 
starting point. For each section of the noticeboard there is a small amount of information 
on a range of issues.  More importantly, each issue provides links to specialist organisa-
tions who can help or advise more expertly.   

The range of information available includes: 

 School Health Nurse – drop in service in School 

 Bullying / racism / homophobia / relationship abuse / FGM  

 Sexuality / sexual health 

 Mental Health / self harm 

 Drugs / alcoholism  

 Child Sexual Exploitation. 

It has been suggested it would be helpful for parents / carers to be able to access this 
information.   The instructions on how to do so are given below . 

Click on this link http://frog.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/studentsafeguarding to take you to the 
Virtual Noticeboard.   

Login using the general log in details that the school has emailed you.   If you have mislaid this login, please email Mr 
Shutter on shutterm@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. (giving your son / daughter’s name and tutor group) to ask him to resend login 
details to you.    

We are always interested in your views about how useful the information is.  Please email Mr Heayberd (Assistant Head) 
on heayberdj@cotham.bristol.sch.uk to give feedback.  

http://frog.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/studentsafeguarding
mailto:shutterm@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:heayberdj@cotham.bristol.sch.uk


Movies like Gravity and Interstellar have 
youngsters grabbing their lab coats and heading 
for science lessons at warp speed. Karen Attwood 
Sunday, 29 March 2015  

Authentic Biology – 3 Years On…. 

Funded by the Wellcome Trust, Authentic Biology is a unique research collaboration 

between Bristol University and Cotham School. Interest and enthusiasm surrounding 

the project has grown massively. 

The superlab on the science corridor is home to this exclusive club for Post 16 Biologists. We are currently researching 

four genes that could be associated with osteoarthritis in humans. Depending on progress with these genes, we could 

be put to work on a small selection of genes that could be associated with certain cancers in humans. The ideas initially 

come from Professor Paul Martin, Dr Chrissy Hammond and Dr Beck Richardson who are all based at Bristol University.  

 

To investigate the selected genes, Authentic Biology stu-

dents use state-of-the-art equipment, bought with Well-

come money, to copy and analyse genes. It would be diffi-

cult and certainly not ethical to use humans to investigate 

these novel genes, so we look to see if there is an equiva-

lent gene in the Zebrafish — a small fresh water fish and 

a favoured animal model in Paul, Beck and Chrissy’s la-

boratories. It is an ideal organism to investigate early 

stages of development because during its embryonic 

stages, it is completely translucent. This gives us scope to fluorescently label, manipulate and observe our gene of inter-

est.  

We are feeling particularly positive about this coming year. The group has grown and we have gained additional support 

from third year Biochemistry undergraduates. Across two terms we have a total of six Bristol University undergraduates 

who have opted for a ‘school based’ final year project. Last year, our school leavers destined for Biomedical degrees 

found their advice and shared experiences invaluable, with many receiving support and input on their personal state-

ments and interview technique.  

Currently, authentic biologists meet every Thursday after school in the superlab. For more information and updates 

please look us up on twitter (cotham@bio) and facebook (authentic biology). 

If you are a Post 16 Biologist and would like to take part, or just have a few questions about the project, please send an 
email to lansdowneb@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. Thank you, Beca Lansdowne 

Project Zulu - Performing Arts 

On Wednesday 30 September Cotham School hosted 27 children 
and teachers from Sithobelumthetho Primary School in Kwa Zulu 
Natal, South Africa. We are helping our visitors raise  money to buy 
badly needed classrooms and resources for their school.   

The visiting students worked alongside 30 students from Year 
8 singing songs, learning to play the steel pans, composing using 
music technology and dance workshops; and was an opportunity for 
our visitors to experience day-to-day life in a Bristol secondary 

school. 
 

The day culminated in a 
performance to Year 8 in which 
participants sung 'World In Union' 
and performed a gum boot dance! 
Cotham students were then 
treated to a jaw-dropping 20-
minute performance by the Project 
Zulu Choir. 

mailto:lansdowneb@cotham.bristol.sch.uk


CHANGES TO PERSONAL INFORMATION - Protecting your data 

Please ensure that we are notified immediately of any changes to the contact details for your child.  It is 

imperative that we have up-to-date contact numbers so that in the event of an 

emergency we are able to contact parents/carers. When requesting changes to 

your children’s record in future or asking us to confirm information held by the 

school, you may be asked some personal questions for verification purposes.  This 

helps us comply with Data Protection guidelines and ensures accuracy of the 

information held.   We hope you understand and will help us with this. If you 

suspect that the contact details held by the school are incorrect, please advise us 

as soon as possible in writing to Miss Smith, Data Manager or by e-mailing 

smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. 

Attendance 
At Cotham School we take 

attendance and punctuality very 

seriously and have high 

expectations of all our students.  

There is a proven link between the 

level of attendance to school and 

the student’s level of achievement.  

 “90% attendance means that a 

student is missing lessons 

equivalent to one half day a week.  

This then equates to four whole 

weeks a year.  If a student 

continued to do this between Year 7 

and Year 11, they will have missed 

the equivalent of one half of a 

school year”. 

Students must always sign out at 

the Attendance office in the Hub 

when they leave school during 

school hours and sign back in on 

their return. There is no student 

access through main reception.  

Holidays: Amendments to the 

Education Regulations from the 

Department for Education no longer 

allow headteachers to grant any 

leave of absence during term time 

unless there are very 

exceptional circumstances. In 

accordance with the guidance 

parents or carers are not permitted 

to withdraw their children from 

school during term time. Holidays 

must therefore not be arranged 

during term time or to end at the 

start or begin towards the end of 

term time. Your co-operation is 

much appreciated. 

Illness: We expect parents/

carers to contact the school on each 

day of absence on 0117 919 8019, 

(there is a 24 hours messaging service 

on this line) or Press 1 on the main 

number. 

Medical Appointments: We would 

normally expect these appointments to 

be made out of school hours, or in 

exceptional circumstances, for your 

child to attend at least either Morning or 

Afternoon registration. 

School Uniform 

Harris Sports, one of our two school uniform suppliers, are able to offer an online ordering service. This can be 

accessed by clicking on their website www.harrissports.co.uk, then clicking on the Cotham school link on the left-hand 

side of the page and selecting from the garments available.   

Our other uniform supplier is www.famousbranches.com, (previously Ikon) and can be accessed by clicking on the 

Cotham icon on the homepage. Harris Sports are also available in school every Thursday from 2.30 to 4.00pm to view 

and buy uniform. 

The main hall is now currently available as a supervised "Reflection Space" from 1.10 pm to 1.30 pm Mon-

day, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  This is open to all the whole school community to provide a multi-

faith space for reflection and prayer.  

http://www.harrissports.co.uk/
http://www.famousbranches.com/
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Hollywood Vs Cotham History Club 
Every Thursday 3.15-4.30 pm in A103 with Mr Lloyd (if there are any 

queries please e-mail lloydj@cotham.bristol.sch.uk )       

For films rated 15 or over parental consent is required.  

Forms are available from Mr Lloyd 

September 10 Clash of the Titans (12) 

September 17 Clash of the Titans (12) 

September 24 Clash of the Titans (12) 

September 30 Jason and the Argonauts (12) 

October 1 Black History Month (Hairspray) (PG) 

October 8 h Black History Month (Hairspray) (PG) 

October 15 Conclusion to Black History Month 

 

November 12 Documentary on Thor 

November 19 Documentary on the link between Lord of 

the Rings and Vikings 

November 26 Documentary on Beowulf  

November 3 Beowulf (12) 

December 10  Beowulf (12) 

December 17 Beowulf (12) 

 

January 7 Red Baron (12) 

January 14 Red Baron (12) 

January 21 Red Baron (12) 

January 28 Find your World War I and II ancestors 

February 4 Find your World War I and II ancestors 

 

February 18 Empire of the Sun (PG) 

February 25 Empire of the Sun (PG) 

March 3 Empire of the Sun (PG) 

March 10 Apollo 13 (PG) 

March 17 Apollo 13 (PG) 

March 24 Apollo 13 (PG) 

March 31 Air fix Fighter planes Modelling 

April 7 Air fix Fighter planes Modelling 

 

April 28 Zulu Dawn (PG) Food from the Empire provided 

May 5 Zulu Dawn (PG) Food from the Empire provided 

May 12 Zulu (PG) Food from the Empire provided 

May 19 Zulu (PG) Food from the Empire provided 

May 26 Zulu (PG) Food from the Empire provided 

 

June 9 Robin Hood Disney Version! (U) 

June 16 Robin Hood Disney Version! (U) 

June 23 Robin Hood Prince of Thieves (PG) 

June 30 Robin Hood Prince of Thieves (PG) 

July 7 Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey (PG) 

July 14 Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey (PG) 

For more information please see Mr Lloyd or 
email lloydj@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

mailto:lloydj@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:lloydj@cotham.bristol.sch.uk


 



Careers Education and Information, Advice and Guidance  

(CEIAG)  

Year 11 and Post 16 CEIAG 

Careers Education and Information, Advice and Guidance are focusing particularly on Year 11 and Post 16 students 
during Terms 1 and 2. 

 

All Year 11 students will have at least one Careers information and guidance session with Mrs Kerry Chester, our careers 
advisor. She provides impartial information, advice and guidance re: post 16 choices. Some students had a 1:1 meeting in 
Term 6 of Year 10.   

Before the North Bristol Post 16 Open Evening on 15 October 2015, the remainder of the year group met with Mrs 
Chester in small groups.  After this date, all Year 11 students may request a 1:1 half hour appointment for individual 
support should they so wish.  Parent/carers are welcome to attend these sessions. 

Meetings will take place before 4 December 2015, the application deadline date for the North Bristol Post 16 Centre. 
Students requiring IAG for colleges and apprenticeships are also supported well. 

Parent/carers and the students are informed of the appointments beforehand.  

Year 11 are receiving careers education lessons during tutorial time.  They have all been given the publication ‘Its Your 
Choice’ and will bring this home towards the end of Term 2.  There is a centre insert in these booklets for parent/carers 
which students have been told to take home already. 

Post 16 students fill in a self–referral form if they wish to have a 1:1 appointment with Mrs Chester.  Mrs Chester has been 
supporting Year 13 students in particular this term with their post 18 choices. 

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 4-8 July 2016 

Year 10 students are expected to go out on work experience during the week of 4-8 July 2016. 

Work Experience (WEX) information can be found on the schools virtual learning environment: - “FROG” - school 
departments - work experience folder.  

Once your son/daughter has agreed a placement with an appropriate company they must return the “WEX” form 
to Mrs Arnold, their tutor or Mrs Weaden as soon as possible. The following dates for returning forms are very 
important: 

All students who wish to carry out their Work Experience OUTSIDE the Bristol area, must return their 

completed “WEX” forms by no later than Friday 5
 
February 2016 

All students who are going to work at a company in Bristol must have their completed “WEX” forms 

returned to school by Thursday 24 March 2016. 

Thank you for your support in this productive and exciting time in Year 10. 

Thelma S Weaden (Co-ordinator  CEIAG and WRL) and Louise Arnold (Wex co-ordinator)  

Mobile Phones, Electronic Devices, Headphones and Earphones 

It is currently our policy to allow students to have a mobile phone with them in school under 
the conditions outlined below: 

● Phones must not be used for any purpose (e.g. phoning, texting, surfing the internet, 
taking photos, taking videos) during the school day.   

● Phones must always be switched off (not on silent mode) and kept in a bag.   

● Phones must not be taken into examinations.   

 

If a student breaches these rules the mobile phone will be confiscated.  

Confiscated phones will be given in to the main office.  

● A phone will only be returned to the student’s parents or carers the following day who will need to collect it from 
reception, no earlier than the end of the school day.  

● If a student persistently has a phone confiscated, the period before it can be returned will be extended, at the discretion 
of a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 



Additional funding for children adopted from care 
 
We have been advised by the government that the school will receive additional funding of £1,900 for every 
child in school who has been adopted or who has spent some time as a looked after child on or after 30 
December 2005. This money is awarded under the following circumstances:  
 

Children adopted from care (in care for just 1 day or more)  

Children who have left care under a Special Guardianship Order (SGO)  

Children who have left care under a Residence Order (RO)  
 
If you have a child or children in your family that any of the above circumstances apply to, please consider 

informing us so that we can receive the higher rate Pupil Premium. Supporting evidence needs to be pro-

vided, for example the Adoption (Court) Order. If you have already made us aware of these circumstances, 

you do not need to tell us again and please remember that you are under no obligation to provide us with 

this information and we respect your right to keep your child’s circumstances private. However, providing us 

with the details will allow us to access the additional funding. We treat any information we receive with the 

utmost confidentiality. 

Christmas Card Winners 
 
The Visual Arts department are delighted to announce that the winner of the Cotham School 
Christmas card competition is Adelaide West Cundy in Year 7. The two runners up are Fraser 
Royston and Sam Swayne, also in Year 7. The official school cards sent out at Christmas will 
feature Adelaide's lovely snowflake design. 

Fraser Royston 

Winner: Adelaide West Cundy 

   Sam Swayne 



 

Cotham School Uniform 

At Cotham, school uniform is worn by all students up to and including Year 11.  Full uniform is expected to be 
worn to and from school, in school and on official school occasions.  The Cotham School uniform is of vital 
importance to the culture and ethos of our school. It is important that all students present themselves in an 
appropriate way that contributes to a disciplined and well-ordered environment for learning. 

High standards of dress are expected at all times and students must come to school every day in neat, clean 
uniform as an indication that they take pride in belonging to the Cotham School community. Whenever the 
school uniform is worn, it must be complete and not mixed with non- uniform clothing. 

At Cotham every student’s uniform must be completely consistent with the school’s expectations. The 
school’s uniform requirements must be checked carefully before purchasing any new items. Visual examples 
of our uniform are available on the school website www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

A summary of expectations is provided below: 

 Sweatshirt: Navy Blue with embroidered Cotham logo on the breast (hoodies are forbidden and 
cannot be worn instead of a sweatshirt or an outdoor coat). 

 Polo shirt: White with embroidered Cotham logo on the breast. 

 Skirts: Knee-length:  Regulation black, pleated or with a pleat feature school uniform skirts from our 
suppliers (no stretchy material, logos or brands). Skirts should be worn with plain black tights or black or 
white socks. 

 Trousers: Tailored, loose, black parallel trousers. No external raised seams, pockets or rivets.  No 
logos or brands.  No jeans or tracksuit style. No leggings or tight fashion trousers. 

 Headwear: No caps under any circumstances. Woollen hats only worn outside during winter 
period (not inside school buildings). Headscarves worn for religious or cultural reasons should be dark blue, 
black or white with no fringing or patterns. 

 Coats: Plain dark coats without intrusive logos or brands. No denim, leather or bomber style 
jackets. No hoodies. 

 Footwear: Black shoes only (no boots, raised heel, canvas, trainers, logos or brands). No ‘dolly’/
ballet type shoes. Shoes must fasten securely with laces or a strap. Uniform shoes must be worn throughout 
the day – changing into trainers during break or lunch time is not permitted. 

 Jewellery: One small ring and one small pair of earrings only – sleepers or studs. No other 
jewellery is allowed including any type of facial jewellery.  (Unacceptable jewellery will be confiscated until 
the end of the school year). 
Bags: Students need a substantial school bag big enough to contain PE/Dance kit, exercise books, 
text books, a pencil case, planner and other equipment. Small string bags, handbags and fashion bags are 
not permitted.  

Student Identity (ID) Lanyards 

ID lanyards are a compulsory part of our school uniform and it is therefore compulsory that students bring 
them to school every day.  They must be worn at all times around the neck, on the front of the body, on the 
outermost clothing and properly display a current Cotham School Student ID Card. 

In the classroom or during a lesson activity outside of the classroom a teacher may use their professional 
judgement to allow students to remove their Student ID lanyards temporarily to complete an activity. 

Whenever this happens, students must put their lanyards back on at the end of the lesson before leaving the 
classroom or changing facility. 

The role of Parents and Carers in supporting the Cotham School Uniform Policy 

We expect parents and carers to support the school in enforcing  high expectations on all aspects of our 
school uniform.  We reserve the right to send students home to change into proper uniform, to collect 
Lanyards and to apply a sanction to students when any of these are necessary.  

http://www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk


Cotham School PE uniform 

 Years 7, 8 and 9  Years 7, 8 and 9  

Purple polo shirt with Cotham 

Reversible rugby  
Black shorts and tracksuit  
Black football 
White socks 
Black Cotham 
Trainers and football 
Shin pads (for football and hockey) 
Gum shield (for hockey and rugby) 

Purple polo shirt with Cotham 
Black skort (combination of a skirt and 
shorts) 
Black tracksuit  
Black football 
White socks 
Black Cotham 
Trainers
Shin pads (for football and hockey) 
Gum shield (for hockey) 

Optional Kit 
Waterproof  
Black long sleeve thermal 

base  

Optional Kit 
Waterproof  
Black long sleeve thermal base 

 

Years 10 and 11 Boys’ kit Years 10 and 11 Girls’ kit 

Green Cotham polo 
Black Cotham  
Reversible rugby  
Black shorts and tracksuit  
Black football 
White socks 
Trainers and football 
Shin pads (for football and hockey) 
Gum shield (for hockey and rugby) 

Green Cotham polo 

Black Cotham  
Black skort and tracksuit 

 
Black football 
White socks 
Trainers
Shin pads (for football and hockey) 
Gum shield (for hockey) 

Dance Kit 
Years 7-9 
Black Cotham T Shirt 
Black shorts, leggings or 
tracksuit bottoms 
 
Years 10-11 
White short sleeved T-Shirt 
Pale grey leggings or 
tracksuit bottoms 



Free School Meals 

Important Information  

Online eligibility check 

If your child has been receiving a Free School Meal this year, you will need to renew your application before the start of next term to ensure that they can 

continue to have a free School Meal in September. The renewal process is completed using an ‘on-line’ check and will take you just a few minutes. 

Please log on to http://www.myfreeschoolmeals.com or use the link that is on the school website. 

Once you have input the required information you will receive instant confirmation of your child’s eligibility, we will also receive confirmation so you do not 

need to do anything else. Please remember to recheck your child’s eligibility if your circumstances change.  It is your responsibility to inform the school if 

your child is no longer entitled to a Free School Meal. If your child has not been receiving Free School Meals, they may be entitled if you or your partner 

gets either:  

Income Support 

Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income of £16,190 or less, as assessed by Her 

Majesty's Revenue and Customs. Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after their 

employment ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, their children are entitled to free school lunches. Children who 

receive a qualifying benefit in their own right are also eligible to receive Free School Meals. Please do go on line and check if your child is 

eligible for Free School Meals, you could save around £450 a year. This eligibility also extends to Sixth Form Students. Checking on line is 

free and takes a few minutes.  You do not need to provide any documentation to the school. If you do not have access to the internet or require any 

support with your application please contact Mrs Hopkins at the school on 0117 9198013 or email FSM@cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

Could you offer a weekend to care for a disabled child? 

What is the Bristol City Council Short Breaks for Disabled Children Scheme? 

The Short Breaks Scheme supports disabled children and their families by giving them the opportunity to have a 
break. It works by linking families with people who can regularly care for a disabled child in their own home 
overnight and maybe at weekends or occasionally for a full week.  

Who benefits from the Short Breaks Scheme?  

The scheme allows families to have a short break from one another and some time for themselves. Families who 
have a child with a disability can often feel isolated because so much of their time and effort is taken up caring for their child. They 
sometimes need a ‘breather’ to allow them time to themselves, or to devote some time to other members of the family.  
The disabled child benefits from meeting people who can give them a range of experiences such as trips to the local park, cinema, 
visiting friends and relatives or ordinary activities at home which they might not otherwise experience. It also gives the children the 
opportunity to mix with other people and enjoy relationships outside their immediate family.  

What can the Short Break Scheme do for you?  

Becoming a short break carer is one of the most rewarding and satisfying things you can do.  

You will:  

 make a real difference to the lives of disabled children and their families, 

 develop friendships, both with the child and their family,  

 gain valuable experience caring for children, 

 get an allowance in recognition of expenses and time involved in caring for a child, 

 have a dedicated  worker who will provide ongoing training and support. 

 
Who can become a family link carer? 
We are looking for enthusiastic, affectionate people who have the spare time, energy and commitment to look after a disabled child. 
The disabled children who need care range from infants to teenagers. Like all children they are very much individuals, which is why we 
need Short Break carers from all walks of life – including people who are single, in a relationship, married or divorced, have children 
already or no children at all, be employed or unemployed, be from any ethnic background and regardless of their sexuality. 
You don’t need to have had previous experience working with children, but some experience of children would be an advantage. This 
can be through family and friends, eg regularly looking after a nephew. The Short Break for Disabled Children Team will provide 
preparation, training and ongoing support. 
As long as you are caring, understanding and enjoy children’s company we want to hear from you! 
 
To find out more visit http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-young-people/can-you-provide-short-break-disabled-childchildren 
Or call our friendly team on 0117 3534200. 

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-young-people/can-you-provide-short-break-disabled-childchildren


The academic year has started very positively with extra-curricular clubs and fixtures up and running and 
being well attended. Next term, students will be able to take part in rugby, dodgeball, basketball, netball, 
football, badminton and table tennis during either lunch or after school.  

 

Student Awards – Outstanding Contribution to PE 

Congratulations to Isha Rawlinson and Gianmarco Cacciapuoti (Year 7), Georgie Egerton and Arlo Dunstan-
Green (Year 8) and Lilly Quinn and Ben Morgan (Year 9) who received the Year 7, 8 and 9 Awards for Out-
standing Contribution to PE.  

These students were awarded this award in recognition of their positive attitude to sport, their commitment to 
lessons and extra-curricular activities and their support to staff and other students throughout the last academic 
school year. This is a fantastic achievement and well done to all.  

   Isha Rawlinson and Gianmarco Cacciapuoti                 Georgie Egerton and Arlo Dunstan Green  

Lilly Quinn and Ben Morgan  

Netball 

Year 7 have played two matches so far this season, beating Orchard 4-1 but lost their next game against Oasis 
Brightstowe 2-3. Mrs Madigan has been very impressed with the girls’ attitude and commitment to practices and 
matches.  
 
The Year 9 away game vs Orchard school was a fantastic team performance from the girls, the defence were 
excellent not conceding any goals. A positive 8-0 win for their first game. Player of the match was Mossy Price. 

Year 11’s first match was against Orchard school and they only had the bare seven players. The team played well 
together, with a few players out of position the girls took a while to settle into the game and were down 2-1 after the 
first quarter. However showing good spirit and determination turned the game around, managing not to concede 
again and winning 10-2. Player of the match was Maddie Holmes. 

Year 11’s second game was against a very strong St Bedes team. Cotham’s team included three players who had 
not played for the school before who worked hard and performed really well. The final score of 20-10 does not 
reflect how well the team played, in fact we won the third quarter by one goal and drew the final quarter, so a 
fantastic second half performance by the team once they had settled into their positions. Player of the match was 
Anna Pollett. 



Rugby  

A group of very excited and 
keen Year 7 Rugby players joined Mr Hallett and Mr Book at the 
first rugby festival of the season. The squad travelled to St 
Bedes to play in a 10-a-side tournament. After three games 
Cotham had drawn one game and narrowly lost two. The boys 
have a lot to be proud of as this was the first taste of competitive 
rugby for a lot of the boys. Tries came courtesy of Kyah 
Tunnicliffe (2) and Walter Penny. 

 

 

The Year 8 rugby team have played one match so far this year and narrowly lost to Oasis Brightstowe in a very 
competitive match.  

Mr Hallett has been very impressed with the Year 9 rugby team as practices have been well attended with lots of 
new players joining the team. Matches will be taking place after half term with their first match against Orchard on 
Wednesday 4 November.  

The Year 10 rugby team have suffered a number of setbacks so far this season with key players picking up long-
term injuries which have had a significant impact on the team. With a tricky start against Redland Green, the team 
found themselves trailing early on. However a try by Ben Morgan which was converted by Finn Maciver gave 
something for the boys to cheer about! 

The Year 10’s next game against St Bedes was always going to be a difficult one with lots of players out injured. 
Sid Cutts, Olly Merry and Mark Bader stepped up from the Year 9 team and did themselves proud, making a 
positive contribution to the team’s performance.  

Fixtures and results 

All forthcoming sporting events and results can also be found on the Wesport Schools 
Competition website http://schoolcompetition.wesport.org.uk 

 

Badminton Success 

Congratulations to Penny Shears, our resident badminton coach at 
Cotham School, who represented Great Britain at the end of 
September in the 65+ World Mixed Doubles Championship in Helsingborg, Sweden 
and won a silver medal. Penny has been coaching badminton afterschool at Cotham 
for the past 6 years and she also runs the Beaufort Badminton Club here in our 
sportshall on a Monday evening from 6pm. If you are interested in joining either club, 
come along after school on a Monday 3.15pm-4.15pm. You don’t get many 
opportunities to be coached by a GB International player/coach, so give it a go.   

Sports Award Evening 2016 

Last summer we held our first Sports Awards Presentation Evening at Cotham in the 
main Hall.  

The aim of the evening was to celebrate all our team and individual sporting 
achievement from throughout the school year. Students who have played and trained 
are invited to attend and will have the opportunity to be awarded either Most Valuable 
Player (MVP), Most Improved Player (MIP) and Boy or Girl Sportsperson of the Year. 
Last summer’s event was a huge success with Laura Deas, Team GB Skelton Bob, as 
our guest speaker.  

To receive an invite for the 2016 Cotham Sports Awards Presentation Evening, 
students need to have attended clubs and play for the school teams. It would be great 
to have the main hall filled for our second awards evening.  

http://schoolcompetition.wesport.org.uk


Inter-House Competitions 

This academic year, all students will compete in a variety of Inter-House competitions 
either during their PE lessons or at lunch or afterschool. These competitions will 
include: sportshall athletics, dodgeball, bench ball, basketball, netball, football, 

handball, rounders, kick-ball and athletics. 

 Students Sporting Achievements Outside of School 

We would be very grateful if parents/carers could keep us informed of your sons/daughters sporting 
achievements outside of school. We do hear about some successes but some students are very shy about their 
achievements. It would be great to hear what our students are doing away from Cotham School so we can 
celebrate with them. You can either email the school info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk or tweet us on our Cotham PE 
Twitter page @cothamPE.  

School Website and Twitter  

If you want to keep up to date with what is happening in PE and 
Sport at Cotham School you can either go onto the school Website (parents tab then 

How you can support your son/daughter in PE and Sport at Cotham School 

It is essential for the progress of students in PE that they are correctly equipped for every lesson and clubs/
fixtures. We expect all students to have the correct kit for all sporting activities and you can support your child by 
helping them with this organisation by checking their timetables, planners, newsletters, twitter page and the school 
website to see when they have PE, clubs and sporting fixtures.  

We want parents/carers to encourage their child to get involved in some of the many excellent sports clubs at 
school and around the city to further develop their enthusiasm for the subject. We have a range of strong club links 
that we can share with students when an interest is expressed. It can also be very inspirational for students to 
have the opportunity to watch high level sporting performances when the opportunities arise. 

Cotham School has an excellent reputation within the Bristol Schools Competitions with a number of teams and 
individuals going on to compete at county, regional and national levels. We expect all students who are selected to 
represent the school for fixtures, they are fully committed and motivated to do their very best regardless of how 
successful they are.  

Students have a responsibility to inform parents/carers of all match details and if there is any reason why they 
can’t play, they must inform the teacher in-charge of the team at least 1 day before so a replacement can be 
found.  

We believe that everyone can succeed through hard work, determination and a positive mindset. ‘The only place 
that success comes before work is in the dictionary.’ Vince Lombardi 

Outdoor Activities 

Climbing Club 

The year has started well with a team of 10 Year 7s and Year 9s taking part in the club. We have visited BLOC as 
an introduction to bouldering and are now into a four week course at Redpoint to learn how to top rope and lead 
climb. The students are hoping to take part in the schools competition in January. There will be another block of 
sessions starting after Christmas. If students are keen to join they must come to see Miss Pearson in the PE 
office to get on the list.  

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) 

A proactive Year 10 group and absence of a cap on numbers has seen a rise in the number of Bronze DofE to 43 
this year. The group have started to take part in a number of different activities and challenges to achieve the 
various aspects of the DofE programme. This will culminate with a Practice and Qualifying Expedition at the end 
of the year.  

Gold DofE 

The gold numbers have dropped slightly this year but we still have a keen and enthusiastic group heading to the 
Black Mountains this weekend for their Practice Expedition. Let’s hope the weather holds out for them.  

Rucksack Club 

The rucksack sign up has been substantial so far. The first walk will be on the 15 November to the Quantocks with 
one walk a month to follow up until the Ten Tors in May. Rucksack club is a walking social and fitness group for 
Years 12 and 13. The members, as well as enjoying the mountains, are all competing for one of six places on 
either the 45 or 55 teams for the Ten Tors this year. I’m certain that they will enjoy the challenge.  

mailto:info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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Inset Days 2015—2016: 

Tuesday 1 September 2015 

Wednesday 21 October 2015 

Monday 2 November 2015 

Friday 15 April 2016 

Friday 22 July 2016 

 

 


