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Cities and Ideas in the Ancient World 

On Wednesday 18 November the Classics 

Department attended an evening talk at the 

Watershed by Professor Edith Hall and Dr Bettany 

Hughes.  Both are leading Classicists so it was a real 

treat that they were speaking in our own city.  They 

were talking as part of the Bristol Festival of Ideas, 

with their topic being Cities and Ideas in the Ancient 

World.  Their premise was that there is much we can 

learn about how cities should and should not work 

from the cities of the ancient world – especially 

Greece and Rome. They made links across millennia 

and civilisations, ranging from the first known city, 

Göbekli Tepe, built 11,600 years ago on a hilltop in Turkey, to the idea of Karl Marx that a city cannot exist without 

‘surplus product’.  There was much of relevance and interest to the courses studied, and we were pleased that we 

had such a strong supporting cast of students! Edith Hall was even happy to pose for photos afterwards.  

 

El Dia de los Muertos is a 

Mexican festival, which is 

becoming more and more 

popular in the UK. To 

celebrate, and learn more 

about the traditions and 

cultural background, we 

dedicated one of our GCSE 

Spanish lessons to it. The 

iconic image of El Dia De Los 

Muertos is the patterned skull, 

which in Mexico are often 

modelled in sugar, and decorated. We attempted this custom 

ourselves, with varying success! This activity not only led to us 

being covered in icing, but also 

having a greater understanding of 

the festival, and the Spanish 

vocabulary associated with it. 

Investor in Careers Quality Standard Award 

We are very pleased to announce that the school has gained the 
full ‘Investor in Careers’ award.  This award acknowledges and 
praises the school for its high standard of careers education, 
information, advice and guidance. 

The school achieved the ‘Employability Chartermark’ earlier in the 

year (May 2015). 
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A message from your Receptionists 
 

If you drop things off for your child with us on 

reception please could you put their name on the 

item. 

Also, please be aware that although we try hard 
to ensure items reach the student, we are unable to personally deliver 
things as there is usually only one of us manning the 
reception desk.  

The school is very large and very busy with over 

1,000 students, so please bear with us if 

sometimes we cannot always reunite students 

with their belongings. Thank you. 

Mobile Phones, Electronic Devices, Headphones and Earphones 

It is currently our policy to allow students to have a mobile phone with them in school under 
the conditions outlined below: 

● Phones must not be used for any purpose (e.g. phoning, texting, surfing the internet, 
taking photos, taking videos) during the school day.   

● Phones must always be switched off (not on silent mode) and kept in a bag.   

● Phones must not be taken into examinations.   

 

If a student breaches these rules the mobile phone will be confiscated.  

Confiscated phones will be given in to the main office.  

● A phone will only be returned to the student’s parents or carers the following day who will need to 
collect it from reception, no earlier than the end of the school day.  

● If a student persistently has a phone confiscated, the period before it can be returned will be extended, at the discretion 
of a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

Young Enterprise Christmas Market 

 

North Bristol Post 16 Centre competed against 

20 other schools on Saturday 5 December at 

the Young Enterprise Christmas Market. They 

narrowly missed out on an award. Their stall 

was bright and colourful and they sold the 

majority of their stock of Christmas Wreaths 

and Decorations. Well done to the whole 

Team of "Eleganza" for all their hard work and 

enthusiasm.  
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Do your children need help at secondary 

school? 

The Somali Education Project (part of Easton 

Jubilee Trust) offers English and Maths support 

classes to Somali students on Wednesday 

evenings.  

Registration is September 16 5—7 pm at Muller 

Hall, 39 Seymour Road, BS5 0UW 

Spaces Limited 

Caruurtaadu ma u baahantahay in laga 

caawlyo duruusta dugsiga sare? 

Somali Education Project (qayb ka mid ah 

Easton Jubilee Trust) ayaa diyaar u ah, in ay 

ardayda soomaallyeed ka cawlyaan Englishka 

lyo xlsaabta, Arbaca kasta galabki. 

Is dilwaan gellintu was Arbacada 16 ka 

Sebtember 5-7 da fildnimo, Muller Hall, 39 

Seymour Road, BS5 0UW 

Boosasku waa xadidanyihiin 

** Please bring your child’s latest school 

report** 

Easton Jubilee Trust—A Welcome for New 

Arrivals www.ejt.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number 1096962 

Registered address: Muller Hall, 39 Seymour 

Road, Easton, Bristol, BS5 0UW 

easton jubilee trust 

A welcome for new arrivals. 

Waxaanu martiqaad u qabaneynaa waalidiinta Soomaliyeed. 

Waxaanu dareensanahay inay muhiim tahay in anu xidhiidh 
layeelano waalidiinta ee jeclaanlahaa inay ogadaan siday 

arimaha iskoolka Cotham u socdaan. 

Tani waa fursad aad lakulmi kartid waalidiinta kale, 
agaasimaha cusub (headteacher), Ms Butler iyo macalimiin 

kale. 

Fadlan Email u soo dir Kellym@cotham.bristol.sch.ukama 
soo dir telefonka 0117 9198050 hadaad u baahan tahay 
faahfaahin dheerad ah ama aad dooneysid inaad ka soo 

qeygashid(martiqaad) 

 
We are holding a coffee morning specifically for our Somali 
parents and carers.  We feel it is important to reach out to parts of 
our school community who may not know what life looks like at 
Cotham School. 
 
This will be an opportunity for you to meet with other parents and 
carers, meet our new Headteacher, Ms Butler, as well as other 
members of staff. 
 
Please email Kellym@cotham.bristol.sch.uk or phone: 0117 
9198050 if you would like more information or wish to attend. 
We look forward to seeing you. 

Date:  Friday 8 January 2016 

Venue:  Cotham School 

Time:  9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m. 

An interpreter will be present 
A level Chemistry students attended the Christ-
mas Chemistry conference at the University of 
Bristol. Students enjoyed an afternoon of talks 
by current PhD students as well as a fantastic 
demonstration lecture containing some quite 
loud bangs and flames by the enthusiastic Nick 
Barker from Warwick University and Tim Harri-
son from the University of Bristol. 

by Muna Abdi 

Testimonials from the students:  
 
The demonstration was really fun and inspiring, it reminds me of the rea-
son I loved chemistry as a kid. 
 
The way they linked the history of the chemistry to the demonstration 
made it really interesting. 
 
The speech from the post graduate was really inspiring and boosted me to 
continue trying my best in the courses that I love. 
 
Very interactive, inspired me to continue what I enjoy studying. 
 
It was weirdly gripping. 
 
Both interesting and entertaining, a refreshing mix of academic and practi-
cal chemistry.  

mailto:Kellym@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:Kellym@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
http://all-free-download.com/free-photos/download/coffee_cup_coffee_cup_235926.html
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CHANGES TO PERSONAL INFORMATION - Protecting your data 

Please ensure that we are notified immediately of any changes to the contact details for your child.  It is 

imperative that we have up-to-date contact numbers so that in the event of an 

emergency we are able to contact parents/carers. When requesting changes to 

your children’s record in future or asking us to confirm information held by the 

school, you may be asked some personal questions for verification purposes.  This 

helps us comply with Data Protection guidelines and ensures accuracy of the 

information held.   We hope you understand and will help us with this. If you 

suspect that the contact details held by the school are incorrect, please advise us 

as soon as possible in writing to Miss Smith, Data Manager or by e-mailing 

smitht@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. 

Attendance 
At Cotham School we take 

attendance and punctuality very 

seriously and have high 

expectations of all our students.  

There is a proven link between the 

level of attendance to school and 

the student’s level of achievement.  

 “90% attendance means that a 

student is missing lessons 

equivalent to one half day a week.  

This then equates to four whole 

weeks a year.  If a student 

continued to do this between Year 7 

and Year 11, they will have missed 

the equivalent of one half of a 

school year”. 

Students must always sign out at 

the Attendance office in the Hub 

when they leave school during 

school hours and sign back in on 

their return. There is no student 

access through main reception.  

Holidays: Amendments to the 

Education Regulations from the 

Department for Education no longer 

allow headteachers to grant any 

leave of absence during term time 

unless there are very exceptional 

circumstances. In accordance with 

the guidance parents or carers are 

not permitted to withdraw their 

children from school during term 

time. Holidays must therefore not 

be arranged during term time or to 

end at the start or begin towards 

the end of term time. Your co-

operation is much appreciated. 

Illness: We expect parents/

carers to contact the school on 

each day of absence on 0117 919 

8019, (there is a 24 hours messaging 

service on this line) or Press 1 on the 

main number. 

Medical Appointments: We would 

normally expect these appointments to 

be made out of school hours, or in 

exceptional circumstances, for your 

child to attend at least either Morning or 

Afternoon registration. 

School Uniform 

Harris Sports, one of our two school uniform suppliers, are able to offer an online ordering service. This can be 

accessed by clicking on their website www.harrissports.co.uk, then clicking on the Cotham school link on the left-hand 

side of the page and selecting from the garments available.   

Our other uniform supplier is www.famousbranches.com, (previously Ikon) and can be accessed by clicking on the 

Cotham icon on the homepage. Harris Sports are also available in school every Thursday from 2.30 to 4.00pm to view 

and buy uniform. 

A118 is now currently available as a supervised "Prayer and Reflection Space" from 1.10 pm to 1.30 pm eve-

ryday  This is open to the whole school community to provide a multi-faith space for reflection and prayer.  

http://www.harrissports.co.uk/
http://www.famousbranches.com/
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House News 

During Term 2 each House had a second House assembly where 

each of the new student-designed House logos were launched.  

The new logos will be incorporated into the school lanyards from February 2016.  All students will be issued with a new 

lanyard in their House colour and emblazoned with the new House logos.  There have been lots of exciting House events 

running this term—see a selection below: 

House Buddy System for Year 7 

Years 10 and 7 have  taken part in a  House Buddy 
system during Term 2.  Year 10 students meet with a 
Year 7 tutor group once a week to offer guidance and 
support.  Tutor groups within the same House have 
been matched up and topics have included getting 
organised, doing homework and friendship issues.  The 
project has been organised by Ms Aiken (Learning 
Coordinator for Year 10) and Ms Allender (Learning 
Coordinator for Year 7).  

The Great Cotham Bake-off 

Mrs Brock kindly organised the first Great Cotham Bake

-off.  Sixteen students from Years 7-11 came off 

timetable for a head to head Bake-Off.  The winner for 

the sweet bread category was Yusuf Mirza in Year 

11GM (Gamma) and the runner up Lily Ross 10BAK 

(Sigma) and Orla Gorman 8DU (Omega) for her savoury 

bread and the runner up Charlotte Martin 8DU 

(Omega).  The winners will be presented with a prize 

during House Day Assembly at the end of term.  All 

other students who entered received House points 

and a small prize.  

The entries from Georgia Dowell and 

Lily Ross 10BAK  

House Day Assembly 

At the end of Terms 2, 4 and 6 the whole school will gather in the Sports Hall for 
House Day Assembly.  This term we have a special guest speaker, alumni Grace 
Copplestone who will talk about her journey from Cotham via Cambridge University 
and an Engineering degree to her new job working on robotics for NASA in 
California.  Grace will show the students the robotic skin which she will be working to 
develop in her new role.  In addition, House trophies have now been purchased for 
each curriculum area and will be presented to the House with the most House points 

in that subject.   
 
The Computing and IT department have run a 
“SCRATCH” Programming Competition this term. Students were asked to submit a two-player 
racing game programmed in Scratch. The competition is being judged by members of the 
Student Digital Leaders Club. All entries will receive House Points. The top five entries will 
receive additional House Points and the overall winner will receive a £15 Amazon voucher. 
Winners will be announced at the end of term House Assembly.  
 

Dodgeball Competition 
The whole school has been fiercely competitive during the Dodgeball competition this term and there is intense rivalry for the 
coveted Dave Martin trophy for PE.  The winning House will also be announced at the end of term House Assembly. 

 

Yasiin Ibrahim 10CHO during the  

Great Cotham Bake-off  
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Our Co-operative – Celebrations and Achievements 

The Co-op is going from strength to strength at 
Cotham, reflected by a wonderful Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday 9 December highlighting the successes 
of the Co-op over the past year. 

 
The AGM was a student-led celebration, where people from all of our 
stakeholder groups came together to share what the Co-op Forum has 
achieved. Students 
compèred the evening, 

helped behind the scenes 
and with the meeting and 
greeting of guests, and 
there were some uplifting 
piano performances from 
Bradley Ayres (Year 13). 
The students then took to 
the stage to highlight 
their achievements for 
the year in the areas of 
the new House System, 

charity work, improvements to the school environment and greater links 
with North Bristol Post-16 to ease transition.  
It was equally interesting to hear reports from all our other constituency groups. The Staff Constituency has taken on a new 
vigour after an influx of new Representatives, the Parent Representatives continue to act as champion for all parents and 
carers in the school and have achieved clarity of communication in a number of areas and the Community Constituency is 
also running several interesting projects and supporting the school in many productive ways. 

 
It has been a particularly busy term for our Student Representatives. 
We elected new Year Representatives for Years 8-11 earlier in the term 
but last week saw our elections for Year 7 Representatives. There was 
a 75.5% turnout and the results will be published on the website:  http://
frog.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/cothamcoop   
 
The Forum met at the beginning of December and is helping to take 
forward a number of projects including the new school website, 
campaigning around Stoke Lodge school playing field and developing a 
fundraising strategy. The Forum is always keen to recruit people with 
specific skills and interests, so if you feel you have something to offer 
please get in touch on the email below. At the latest Forum meeting 
Becky Chapman, a Parent Representative, was re-elected as Chair of 

the Forum and Miss Allender, a Staff Representative, joined her as Deputy Chair. 
 
Year 11 representatives Rose and Theo represented Student Voice at the Forum Meeting.  They also did a fantastic job of 
leading the AGM on 9 December 2015. 
 
All constituencies have allowances for more Representatives on the Forum, so if you are interested in being 
involved please get in touch with our new Co-op Forum Development Worker, Mrs Warne on 
warnen@cotham.bristol.sch.uk. We are particularly keen that the Forum better represents the diversity of students 
at Cotham, their parents and carers, and our students’ communities. 
 
Photos by Ruby Crocker and Mrs Hand 

Cllr Dani Glazzard talking to Staff Reps at the 

AGM 

Student compere, Barney Johnson, at the AGM 

Presentation by Valerie Aspin, Parent Rep, 

at the AGM 

Feedback from round-table 

discussions at the AGM 

Tutor Group and Year Group Reps from Years 7—11 

http://frog.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/cothamcoop
http://frog.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/cothamcoop
mailto:warnen@cotham.bristol.sch.uk
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The first meeting of 

the 2015-16 tutor 

group cooperative 

student 

representatives, was 

held on Monday 25 November.  Mrs Ashcroft (Student Voice) and Mrs Francis 

(Assistant Headteacher) welcomed the group, with a particularly warm welcome 

to the new Year 7 representatives.  Mrs Ashcroft explained the new system for 

Student Voice and dates were given for the upcoming Forum Meeting and                 

student-led AGM.  

 

Representatives have all led discussions in their tutor groups about important Cotham issues.  Many varied views have 

been expressed and fed back to Mrs Ashcroft and Mrs Francis, via the Year Group representatives.  The newly elected 

Year 7 Year Group representatives, Adelaide West Cundy 7KBO and Amin Yusuf 7KBO, were elected on 14 December and 

warmly welcomed to Student Voice. Ms Butler has met with the Year Group representatives to respond to the opinions, 

issues and possible solutions expressed by the students.  Information will be disseminated back to tutor group 

representatives at the start of next term. 

Dates for Term 3 meetings will be issued on Monday 4 January 2016. 

Employability Master Class 

Year 11 Gifted and Talented students participated in a Young Enterprise Masterclass on Friday 4 December. Students 

in groups of six worked with their own Business Adviser to develop a business idea which was then pitched to a panel of 

judges. The ideas and creativity of all the groups is to be commended. One group took two prizes including Business of 

the Year. Well done to the The Flying Pig. All groups came up with amazing and well -thought out ideas. Congratulations 

to all participants.  

The Computing and IT department have 
uploaded the GCHQ Quiz Christmas to their 
department webpage (http://cotham-
computingit.weebly.com/). GCHQ is the 
government’s largest and one of its most 
secret intelligence agencies. Its security 
vetted staff can listen to phone 
conversations, read satellite signals and 
intercept emails, all in the name of 
protecting the British people. This 
Christmas, the agency has kept up its new, 

more open image by sending a Christmas card with a twist — it includes a fiendish puzzle to ‘exercise the grey matter 
over the holiday period’. Naturally it has created a stir. Students are invited to try their hand at solving the puzzle as it 
unlocks more puzzles. If students complete them all they can submit them to GCHQ to be entered into their 
competition.   

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/_includes/images/news/306/logo3(1).jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk/news/default.asp?page%3DLatest%20News%26nid%3D3%26pid%3D2&h=100&w=100&tbnid=0HWUMMoxLQGidM:&docid=R1BsltV
http://cotham-computingit.weebly.com/
http://cotham-computingit.weebly.com/
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Authentic Biology News 

 

Funded by the Wellcome Trust, Authentic Biology is a 

unique research collaboration between Cotham 

School and Bristol University. 

Visit to the Wellcome Trust headquarters in 

London on 25 November. 

 

 

 

Engaging, interesting, confident and competent. This is just some 

of the feedback that five Cotham students received following their 

presentation at the Authentic Biology annual symposium in 

London last month. 

Eladia, Guerecca-Adair, Lily Copping, Maeve Colquhoun, Ellie 

Beard and Juliette 

Corr delivered an 

excellent summary of 

last year’s 

developments.  

This is the fourth time that the school has taken part in the annual symposium. 

It is an opportunity to showcase how the school is using the funding gained by 

the Trust to engage Post-16 students in biomedical science careers. Year after 

year we are finding the project to be a great success, measured by growing 

numbers of students taking part in the project and an increased interest in 

biomedical science degrees.  

A Level Textiles 

This term, the A2 Textiles 

group took the train to Bath 

to visit the Fashion 

Museum. The students were 

able to see first hand a vast 

range of clothes dating from 

the 17th Century right up to 

the ‘2014 Dress of the 

Year.’ Some of the students 

even got to dress up in 

Victorian-style dress! 
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By Isabel Everington 

 

At 12.30 am on 5 November, 40 students from Cotham School left Bristol, on 

the way to France and Belgium for the Year 10 battlefields trip. The trip started 

well with everybody feeling tired but excited about the journey. The drive to the 

Eurotunnel went smoothly, with one stop where the drivers changed.  At 4.20 

am we arrived at the Eurotunnel and had a small break and breakfast, every-

one taking the opportunity to sit down or stretch. Then after the short break we 

got back onto the coach and took the Eurotunnel to Calais. So far the journey 

had been a lot better than I predicted, I was expecting to be bored but the time 

went quite quickly and before I knew it we were on the way to our first stop.  

After 10 hours of slight sleep deprivation and a lot of questions on my part we 

arrived at Newfoundland Park, where we were greeted by a Canadian student 

who took us round the park. This sight was really interesting as it was one of 

the front lines of fighting and it was where many men in the 29
th
 division from 

Newfoundland were killed. During the first day we visited many sites including 

the Theipval Memorial, a large memorial with the names of many soldiers who 

had died. This was one of the chances to find a relative (that we had re-

searched before the trip) that died in World War 1 during the Somme, I found 

my relative and put a wooden cross by his name on the memorial. After this we 

visited three more sites and a cafe where we stopped for lunch. After we had 

gone to all the sites we drove to the border with Belgium where we arrived at 

the hostel we were staying in and ate a meal and a snail. The site that I liked 

the most on the first day was probably The Vimy Ridge because there was an 

amazing memorial which was overlooking a battlefield where many soldiers 

fought and lost their lives.  

The next morning we were woken up at the ‘reasonable’ hour of 7 am and were 

told that we were planning to leave at 8 am. However, the blow was softened 

by a warm breakfast of hot drinks, cereal and pain au chocolat. Then we set 

off again, on the way to a museum in the Belgian town of Ypres Salient. Here 

we went to the ‘In Flanders Fields’ exhibition. Usually I don’t enjoy museums 

because a lot of them are the same and a bit boring. However, this was un-

doubtedly the best museum I have ever been to. It was interesting, shocking 

and interactive and I’m so glad we had the chance to go. After this we went to 

two other places in the town, one of them being a chocolate shop where the 

world’s most effective salesman shouted offers at us. I left that shop with €20 

worth of chocolate and a nagging feeling that I had been ripped off but I didn’t 

really care because I had €20 worth of chocolate. We then visited two ceme-

teries, Tyne Cot, the British cemetery and Langemark, the German cemetery. 

It was really interesting to see the differences in the way people were buried, the Germans in mass graves and the 

British with every corpse that was found buried with a gravestone.  

The thing that hit me hardest on this trip was standing at the entrance of Tyne Cot and seeing how many graves 

there were, not to mention all the names engraved on the walls and how Germany was in such a poor state after the 

war that they couldn’t even afford to have individual graves. 

Overall I really enjoyed this trip despite being half asleep a lot of the time… The fact that we could go and see the 

actual places that soldiers fought and died made the war seem a lot more real than when you’re sitting in a class-

room. The only thing I would change about the trip is the amount of time we had because it would have been a bit 

more relaxing to be able to spend more time at each different place. However overall I really enjoyed the trip and if I 

had the opportunity to do it again I definitely would.  
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Flying Start Challenge 2015-16 
Sixteen Year 9 students 

took part in a competition to 

design, cost, build, test and 

fly a hand powered glider 

with advice and 

encouragement on hand 

from visiting aerospace 

design engineers from 

Airbus. For the day 

students were based with 

Mr Lawrence in the 

Resistant Materials 

workshop. Airbus 

engineers introduced them to the principles of flight, wing design and the dynamics of effective fuselage design. In 

teams of up to four, using balsa wood and modelling foam along with other recycled materials they designed and built 

lightweight, strong gliders capable of impressive distances. Teams also had to cost their design, document its build in a 

logbook and answer questions around aerodynamics and flight principles. In the afternoon teams headed over to the 

main hall for the final competition stage, getting three chances to launch their glider and each time the distance and 

accuracy were recorded. Everyone was amazed and excited when gliders, made in a short space of time, using basic 

materials and no propulsion other than a hand throw were able to fly distances of up to 10 metres. Despite the large 

space, two of the teams managed to fly their aircraft so excellently it hit the opposite wall before landing, meaning we 

had to quickly find a longer space to decide a winner. After moving out of the Hub and creating a long corridor of 

space, the teams threw distances of up to 12 metres. One team still managed to hit the wall even in this larger space 

and took first place. 

Due to the large distances thrown, three teams from the day qualified to progress onto the next stage of the 

competition and will now compete against other schools in the regional semi-finals in February 2016! 

Senior Maths Challenge 

Congratulations to all Year 12 and 13 students who took part in the Senior Maths Challenge. The certificate 
winners were: 

Gold- Dylan Purches 

Silver- Alex Davis, May Rudin, Carlos Rodriquez, Lucy Carolan and Minh Vu 

Bronze: Joe Saunders, Aaron Grant, Lottie Evans, Martha Kieran, Tali Skipper, Samia Osman, 
Freddie Silkenas 

Particularly well done to Dylan Purches who qualified for the next round putting him in the top 2000 students 
in the country! 

World Maths Day 
Well done to all Key Stage 3 students who took part in World Maths Day. The following students achieved 
the best results in their Year group 
Year 7 
Tom Brazier   388 (Best in School)  
Finn Davies   326  
Oliver Kirkham   311  

 
Year 8 
Aineias Arango   261  
Melissa-Alice Ross  235  
Micaela Paolini   166 
 
Year 9 
Sean Spicer    283  
Lexi Prosser    260  
Ben Malpass   243  
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Outdoor Activities  

by Sarah Pearson—Outdoor and Adventurous Activities Leader 

 

Gold DofE Practice 

Expedition 

The Gold DofE has got off to a 

flying start. The practice 

expedition was done in the 

Welsh Black Mountains at the end of October. The students walked for 

four days and camped for three nights to complete a self-sufficient 

journey across the Welsh mountain range. They have now all started 

each of the sections and are working hard to complete by the middle 

of next year. 

Rucksack Club 

Rucksack club is well 

underway and Ten Tors 

training has had a strong 

start. The group have 

completed two walks; a 

windy but dry walk in the 

Quantocks in November 

and a wet and foggy day in the Black Mountains, both of which were 

great days seeing all students challenge themselves whilst enjoying time with friends, fresh air and some physical 

activity.  

Cotham Climbers 

The climbing club has been made up of a mix of complete beginners and a few experienced climbers this term. 

They have taken part in a mix of bouldering and roped climbing. Last week saw both a Senior and a Junior Cotham 

team entry into the Bristol Schools Bouldering League and some smashing individual scores. I look forward to 

seeing the overall results.  

 Post 16 Mock Examinations 4 January – 15 January 2016 

 
This a c a d e m i c  year we will be holding mock examinations for Years 12 and 13 in the week beginning 

4 January.  The exams have been carefully devised and developed by teaching staff, so they represent as close an 

experience to the real exams as possible, which also involves following examination protocols.  Students will take ALL 

of their examinations in the learning community they are based at. 

 
Year 13 Students 

 

Year 13 students’ A2 mock examinations will be held during the week beginning 4 January 2016. An examination 

timetable will be issued to students outlining the time and location of their examinations. Year 13 students will be given 

study leave for the duration of the week. This means that students will not be expected to attend lessons during 

this time, although please see exceptions below. The Learning Resource Centre at both learning communities will be 

available to students, as well as the support of our Academic Mentors, and staff will be available in their normal lesson 

slots to see students who may need individual support. Some of our Year 13s will have started new AS subjects this 

year, in these cases, they will sit their AS subject mock during the second week. Normal lessons will resume on 

Monday 11 January.  

Cont... 
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They have taken part in a mix of bouldering and roped climbing. Last week saw both a Senior and a Junior Cotham 

 

Year 12 Students 

 

Year 12 AS examinations will be held on the week beginning 11 January. These will last for one week.    Year 12 

students will be given study leave for the duration of the week, this means that students will not be expected to 

attend lessons during this time, please see exceptions below. However, the learning resource centre at both 

learning communities will be available to students, as well as the support of our Academic Mentors. Staff will also 

be available in their normal lesson slots to see students who may need individual support.  Our Year 12 students, 

will be expected to attend normal timetabled lessons during the first week back after the Christmas break. 
 

We would like to take the opportunity to emphasise the importance of these mock exams.  Students should 

now be putting a revision plan in place, and planning consolidation of learning over the Christmas break.  The 

results of the mock examinations will be carefully monitored and in some cases of severe underachievement, be 

necessary to review a student’s programme of study. 

 
A mock examination schedule will be posted on the North Bristol Post 16 website www.nbp16c.org.uk with revision 

guidance.  Mock examination results and overall progress reports will be sent home in the week beginning 25 

January 2016. 

 

Arrangements for BTECs, Fine Art and Performing Arts 
 

Students in Year 12 and Year 13, will be expected to attend these classes during the mock examination period, 

unless they have an examination.  Students whose s tudy programme consists of a mixture of these subjects will 

attend all lessons as per their usual timetable and will therefore not be entitled to study leave. 
 
Some of these exams will be during class time. Students should speak to their class teacher for more details. 

 
Arrangements for GCSE Foundation Programme Students 

 

Student on our GCSE foundation programme will be expected to attend classes as per their usual timetable.  

Mock examinations in these subjects will be held during class time. 

 
Revision Strategies—All Post 16 Students 

 

The success of students at the North Bristol Post 16 Centre is down to the effective partnership between 

students, staff, parents and carers, and so we would ask you to do everything you can to support and encourage 

your daughter/son in revising for the exams. In particular, try to encourage her/him to: 

 

 Start revision early 

 Have a revision plan but leave plenty of blank spaces to allow for flexibility 

 Sort out notes and discuss any problems with subject staff as soon as possible 

 Not overdo it – leave time to relax or socialise as well, but try to separate the two so that time spent revising 

is really focused 

 Not spend too much time on part-time paid employment 

 Try to remove distractions – maybe have separate places for revising and relaxing 

 Not just read through notes, but revise in an active way – maybe make notes from notes, do past papers or 

work with a friend to test each other 

 Eat well 

 Try to sleep well 

 Not overdo revision the night before an exam 
 

 
Teaching staff and tutors at both learning communities are here to support your child as well, so it is really important 

that s/he sees them about any concerns. 

Mrs Marian Curran 

Centre Director  

North Bristol Post 16  

http://www.nbp16c.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Training Days 2015—2016: 

Tuesday 1 September 2015 

Wednesday 21 October 2015 

Monday 2 November 2015 

Friday 15 April 2016 

Friday 22 July 2016 

 

 

Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Bristol, BS6 6DT 

T: 0117 919 8000 

E: info@cotham.bristol.sch.uk  

W: www.cotham.bristol.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

Term 3      Monday 4 January - Friday 5 February 2016 

Term 4      Monday 15 February - Thursday 24 March 2016 

Term 5      Monday 11 April - Friday 27 May 2016 

Term 6      Monday 6 June - Friday 22 July 2016 


