16 November 2021
Press release regarding a fox becoming tangled in a football goal net at Stoke Lodge
Playing Fields
We have become aware that a fox unfortunately became tangled in the net of one of our
football goals at Stoke Lodge Playing Field over the weekend.
We are grateful to the member of the public who took the time to report this incident to the
RSPCA and we are also very appreciative of the work from the RSPCA to free the fox from
the net. We are glad to hear that after the entanglement the fox was unharmed by its ordeal.
Cotham School has now completed its own investigation and research into this incident in
conjunction with information directly from the RSPCA. We understand that foxes are not
able to climb 2 metre high mesh fencing and so we do not believe that the fox has entered
the school premises over the fence. The perimeter of the fence has also been checked and
there are no points where a fox may have entered from beneath the fence.
It has become apparent that the fox managed to enter the playing field via the gate by the
Adult Education Centre which had been wedged open by an unknown member of the public.
Unfortunately, wedging open of the gates is becoming a frequent issue on the playing fields.
Incidents like this one involving a fox can be prevented if the security on the site is not
tampered with in this way and members of the public refrain from such activity.

The two photographs above show the same gate wedged open during the weekend of 13-14
November 2021 (on the left). The first photograph on the left shows the first wedging open
of the gate. The gate was put back onto the locking mechanisms on the morning of Monday

15 November only to be tampered with again during the afternoon/early evening on the
same day. The second photograph on the right illustrates how this was achieved.
Users are politely reminded that during winter time the gates are open from 1pm until
5pm Monday to Friday and 8am until 5pm on Saturday and Sunday.
The school reiterates our previous requests to members of the public not to wedge open
gates under any circumstances.
The football pitches and goal nets are used at the weekend by a number of community
sports groups that hire pitches from Cotham School, including Cotham Tigers, Clifton United,
Shirehampton Colts FC, AC Bristol FC and Rockleaze Rangers. The goal nets have been
erected ready for these fixtures to take place.
The goals and the nets will remain in situ. However, in future the nets will be tied up from
the ground when they are not in use. The school will be communicating with it’s hirers to
inform them of this new requirement.

Thank you.
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